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*+ GATHERING & WELCOME

Stand
- CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God, source of hope in every nation, rest for the weary,
glory and peace to the ends of the earth. Amen.

Let us bring every burden to God. Silence is kept for reflection.

God of all mercy,

we have sinned against you, our neighbors, and your creation. Within ourselves
and our communities, our desire to do what is good is at war with the evil that
dwells in us. We lament the evil that holds us captive. We repent of the evil we
have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Rescue us, forgive us, and restore
us for lives of compassion and courage through our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

All-merciful, Almighty God forgive you all your sins through the grace of *F Jesus Christ, and
by the Spirit’s power strengthen you in doing what is good. = Amen.

Opening Hymn_ In Christ There Is No East or West ELW 650

Apostolic Greeting
Kyrie

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.



For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Lord of all the worlds, guide this nation by your Spirit to go forward in justice and freedom.
Give to all living in these lands the blessings of well-being and harmony, but above all things
give us faith in you, that our nation may bring glory to your name and blessings to all
peoples, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Sit

+++ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

A reading from Genesis, the 24" chapter. (Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67)

[Laban received a visitor who said,]*“l am Abraham’s servant.*The Lord has greatly
blessed my master, and he has become wealthy; he has given him flocks and herds, silver
and gold, male and female slaves, camels and donkeys. ** And Sarah my master’s wife bore
a sonto my master when she was old, and he has given him all that he has. ¥ My master made
me swear, saying, ‘You shall not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites
in whose land | live, * but you shall go to my father’s house, to my kindred, and get a wife for
my son.” *>“| came today to the spring and said, ‘O Lord, God of my master Abraham, if now
you will only make successful the way | am going! ** | am standing here by the spring of water;
let the young woman who comes out to draw, to whom | shall say, “Please give me a little
water from your jar to drink,” ** and who will say to me, “Drink, and | will draw for your camels
also”—let her be the woman whom the Lord has appointed for my master’s son.’
4 «“Before | had finished speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah coming out with her water
jar on her shoulder, and she went down to the spring and drew. | said to her, ‘Please let me
drink.” “ She quickly let down her jar from her shoulder and said, ‘Drink, and | will also water
your camels.” So | drank, and she also watered the camels. *’ Then | asked her, ‘Whose
daughter are you?’ She said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to



him.” So | put the ring on her nose and the bracelets on her arms. “ Then | bowed my head
and worshiped the Lord and blessed the Lord, the God of my master Abraham, who had led
me by the right way to obtain the daughter of my master’s kinsman for his son. “° Now then,
if you will deal loyally and truly with my master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so that | may turn
either to the right hand or to the left.” ®® And they called Rebekah and said to her, “Will you go
with this man?” She said, “l will.” *®So they sent away their sister Rebekah and her nurse
along with Abraham’s servant and his men. ®© And they blessed Rebekah and said to her,
“May you, our sister, become thousands of myriads; may your offspring gain possession of
the gates of their foes.” ® Then Rebekah and her maids rose up, mounted the camels, and
followed the man, and the servant took Rebekah and went his way. 2 Now Isaac had come
from Beer-lahai-roi and was settled in the Negeb. ¢ Isaac went out in the evening to walk in
the field, and, looking up, he saw camels coming. ® And Rebekah looked up, and when she
saw lIsaac, she slipped quickly from the camel ®® and said to the servant, “Who is the man
over there, walking in the field to meet us?” The servant said, “It is my master.” So she took
her veil and covered herself.® And the servant told Isaac all the things that he had
done. ¥ Then Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent. He took Rebekah, and she
became his wife, and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm: 45:10-17
“Hear, O daughter; consider and | listen closely;
forget your people and your | father’s house.
The king will de- | sire your beauty; he is your master, so | bow before him.

The city of | Tyre brings tribute; the wealthiest of the people | seek your favor.”
All glorious is the princess | as she enters; her gown is | cloth-of-gold.

In embroidered apparel she is brought | to the king;
after her the bridesmaids follow | in procession.
With joy and gladness | they are brought, and enter into the palace | of the king.

“In place of ancestors, O king, you | shall have sons;
you shall make them princes over | all the earth.
| will make your name to be remembered from one generation | to another;
therefore nations will praise you forev- | er and ever.”



A reading from Romans, the 7" chapter. (Romans 7:15-25a)

S| do not understand my own actions. For | do not do what | want, but | do the very thing |
hate. ' Now if | do what | do not want, | agree that the law is good. " But in fact it is no longer
| who do it but sin that dwells within me. ® For | know that the good does not dwell within me,
thatis, in my flesh. For the desire to do the good lies close at hand, but not the ability. " For |
do not do the good | want, but the evil | do not want is what | do. > Now if | do what | do not
want, it is no longer | who do it but sin that dwells within me. ' So | find it to be a law that,
when | want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. ?>For | delight in the law of God in my
inmost self, 2 but | see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making
me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 2* Wretched person that | am! Who
will rescue me from this body of death? 2@ Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Children’s Message

Stand
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 11" chapter. Glory to you O, Lord.

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] '® “To what will | compare this generation? It is like children
sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another," ‘We played the flute for you, and you
did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.’” "®“For John came neither eating nor
drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 'the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and
they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom
is vindicated by her deeds.” > At that time Jesus said, “l thank you, Father, Lord of heaven
and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have
revealed them to infants; ?®yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. ?” All things have
been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no
one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal
him. 22 “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and | will give
you rest. 2 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for | am gentle and humble in heart,
and you will find rest for your souls. ** For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

The Good News of Jesus Christ. Praise to you, O Christ.
Sit

Sermon
Silence for reflection follows the sermon.



Hymn of The Day All Haijl the Power of Jesus’ Name! ELW 634

Apostles’ Creed

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he
will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Sit or kneel

Prayers of Intercession

A: Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church,
the world, and all of creation. A brief silence.

Gathering God, send your Spirit on the church you have called out from every nation.
Knit us together into one body and heal the divisions we have caused. Overcome our
timidity to witness and act in the public square when your purpose is being thwarted.
Bless rostered and lay leaders with clarity and courage as they center your people in the
gospel. God of grace, hear our prayer.

All your works praise you, O God. From the Arctic to the Caribbean, from the Atlantic to
the western islands, these lands and waters have sustained its peoples over many
centuries. As we take our part in creation’s praise, revive our wonder at what you have
fashioned, and enliven our will to ensure its health for future generations.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

Holy Trinity, you show us the splendor of diversity and the beauty of unity in your own
divine life. We come from many nations with many languages; make us a united people
that delights in our many different gifts. As the United States of America marks its
declaration of independence, give those whom we have entrusted with authority the



spirit of wisdom, and curb every abuse of that trust, so that both here and abroad,
justice, humility, and peace may flourish. God of grace, hear our prayer.

You are the Mother of exiles, O God. Extend your arms to all who are tired, who live with
poverty, the tempest-tossed, all who yearn to breathe free. Embrace people seeking
refuge; those incarcerated, detained, or disappeared; and neighbors fearing those they
once trusted. Give healing and hope to people in any oppression and need, especially
these we name before you now (a brief silence).  God of grace, hear our prayer.

We remember before you those who have died in every generation: Jan Hus, executed
for protesting the ecclesial system; Benedict, teacher of a prayerful life; and those who
have died ensuring the freedoms of this country: people in the armed services, peace
officers, advocates, and activists. (Here specific names may be mentioned.) Gather us,
together with those who have gone before us (especially), and with saints of every tribe
and nation, into the holy city you have prepared.  God of grace, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

P: Into your mercy, O God, we entrust our restless hearts and all our cares, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Stand
Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
Sit

*+ SERVICE OF THE MEAL}

Offering Prayer

A: Blessed are you, O God, for waves of grain and harvesters, fruitful vines and
winepresses, for our labor and our rest, for the gifts of your hand in this land. Transform us
and what we offer into the banquet of your compassion, serving your love without limits
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.



Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should ... with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Eucharistic Prayer

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the majesty
of your glory....

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes. Christ has died. Christis risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command...

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now
and forever. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and forever. Amen.

Sit

Invitation to Communion

Gluten-free wafers are available. Please ask your server.
Red wine and white grape juice are available in each tray.



Lamb of God

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.

Table Blessing and Communion Prayer

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s
grace. Amen.

A: Letus pray. We thank you, God of heaven and earth, that you fill our deepest need
with the very gift of Jesus Christ, broken and poured out for us. Pour us out into a
broken world. Channel our common life toward the common good, following the way

our Savior leads us now and forever. Amen.

Blessing

P: The Author of life, the Word of salvation, the Breath of new birth, - one God, bless

you and equip you for living and serving, today and every day. Amen
Sending hymn O Beautiful for Spacious Skies ELW 888
Announcements
*t SENDING +

Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.

Everyone is invited to enjoy light refreshments and conversation
in the fellowship hall following worship.
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