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*+ GATHERING & WELCOME }

Stand Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God, whose compassion endures forever. Amen.
Let us confess our sin to God. Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and | will
give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, * Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven.
Rest in God’s love. Amen.

Gathering Hymn ELW 655 Son of God, Eternal Savior

Apostolic Greeting

Kyrie ELW p.138
Hymn of Praise ELW p.140 This is the Feast

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.
O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the
world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us
strength to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Sit ++ SERVICE OF THE WORD +-

A reading from Exodus, the 3™ chapter. (Exodus 3:1-15)

"Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his
flock beyond the wilderness and came to Mount Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 There the



angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush
was blazing, yet it was not consumed. *Then Moses said, “| must turn aside and look at this
great sight and see why the bush is not burned up.” * When the Lord saw that he had turned
aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here |

am.” ®*Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on
which you are standing is holy ground.” ® He said further, “I am the God of your father, the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he
was afraid to look at God.

"Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; | have
heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, | know their sufferings, ®and | have
come down to deliver them from the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a
good and spacious land, to a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. °The
cry of the Israelites has now come to me; | have also seen how the Egyptians oppress
them. ' Now go, | am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of
Egypt.” "' But Moses said to God, “Who am | that | should go to Pharaoh and bring the
Israelites out of Egypt?” '?He said, “I will be with you, and this shall be the sign for you that
itis lwho sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on
this mountain.”

8 But Moses said to God, “If | come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your
ancestors has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall | say to
them?” ' God said to Moses, “l am who | am.” He said further, “Thus you shall say to the
Israelites, ‘l am has sent me to you.” ” '®* God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the
Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and
the God of Jacob, has sent me to you’: This is my name forever, and this my title for all
generations.” The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm: 105:1-6, 23-26,45b
" Give thanks to the Lord and call upon God’s name;

make known the deeds of the Lord among the peoples.

2Sing to the Lord, sing praises,
and speak of all God’s ' marvelous works.

3Glory in God’s holy name;
let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.

4Search for the strength of the Lord;
continually seek God’s face.



5Remember the marvels God has done,
the wonders and the judgments of God’s mouth,

0 offspring of Abraham, God’s servant,
O children of Jacob, God’s ' chosen ones.

2 |srael came into Egypt,
and Jacob became a sojourner in the land of Ham.

% The Lord made the people of Israel ! very fruitful,
more numerous than their enemies,

% whose hearts God turned, so that they hated God’s people,
and dealt unjustly with the servants of God.

%60 Lord, you sent Moses your servant,
and Aaron, your chosen one. “**! Hallelujah

A reading from Romans, the 12" chapter. (Romans 12:9-21)

°Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; "° love one another with
mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. ' Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in
spirit; serve the Lord. "> Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in

prayer. '* Contribute to the needs of the saints; pursue hospitality to strangers.

4 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. ' Rejoice with those who
rejoice; weep with those who weep. '® Live in harmony with one another; do not be arrogant,
but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. ' Do not repay anyone
evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. ®If it is possible, so far as it
depends on you, live peaceably with all. '° Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave
room for the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine; | will repay, says the
Lord.” ?° Instead, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them
something to drink, for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” ?' Do not
be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Children’s Message

Stand Gospel Acclamation
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The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 16" chapter. Glory to you O, Lord.

2' From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to
show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of
the elders and chief priests and scribes and be killed and on the third day be raised. 22 And
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never
happen to you.” 2 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a
hindrance to me, for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”

% Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny themselves
and take up their cross and follow me. ?° For those who want to save their life will lose it,
and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 2 For what will it profit them if they gain
the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life?

27“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he
will repay everyone for what has been done. 2 Truly | tell you, there are some standing here
who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

The Good News of Jesus Christ. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sit Sermon Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

Stand Hymn of The Day ELW 798 Will You Come and Follow Me

Apostles’ Creed

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.



Sit or kneel Prayers of Intercession

A: With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and
all of God’s creation. A brief silence.

A: For the church in every land, that its mission and ministry is anchored in the love of Christ.
When threats or challenges arise, teach us to take up our cross and follow you in faith.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For the well-being of your creation, that all that lives and grows on the earth may thrive. Bring
relief to areas ravaged by droughts, floods, fires, storms, and other disasters. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

For the nations and all in authority, that they seek to live in peace with one another. Bless the
work of international and diplomatic organizations and all who work to bring peace to a world
scarred by violence. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Forallthosein need, thatthey be satisfied. Ensure all your children have safe access to food,
water, shelter, and medical care. Bring healing to all who bear wounds in body, mind, and
spirit. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For the congregation gathered here to serve you, that they remain strong in faith and united
in purpose. Guide our committees, study groups, and other meetings toward honesty and
humility, always seeking genuine love. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For the faithful departed, that their witness continues to strengthen and guide the church.
Renew our hope in your promises in this life and the life to come. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.

P: Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name
of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

+ SERVICE OF THE MEAL}

Offering Hymn ELW 167 Now the Feastand Celebration




Offering Prayer

A: Let us pray. Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart
in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask
this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the
way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Eucharistic Prayer

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the majesty
of your glory....

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes. Christ has died. Christis risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command...
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now
and forever. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. Forthe
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Sit
Invitation to Communion

Gluten-free wafers are available. Please ask your server.
Red wine and white grape juice are available in each tray.
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Communion Hymn ELW p. 659 Will You Let Me Be Your Servant

Stand Table Blessing and Communion Prayer

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.
Amen.

A: Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the
abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love
freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit

nourishing us now and forever. Amen.
Sending Hymn ELW 576  Let Streams of Living Justice
Blessing

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, '+ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
Amen.

Announcements & Sending

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! Thanks be to God.

Everyone is invited to enjoy light refreshments and conversation
in the fellowship hall following worship.
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