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18th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

☩ GATHERING & WELCOME ☩ 
 

Stand  Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the 
earth. Amen. 
 

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Compassionate God, 
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own 
hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine 
love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one 
another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom there is no 
condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this 
healing gift of grace. Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn      ELW 531  The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing 
 

Apostolic Greeting 
 

      Kyrie      p.138 
 

Hymn of Praise      p.140  This is the Feast 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray.  

God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to 
overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of 
salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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Sit ☩ SERVICE OF THE  WORD ☩ 
 
 

A reading from Exodus, the 17th chapter.                                  (Exodus 17:1-7) 

1 From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as 
the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to 
drink. 2 The people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to 
them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” 3 But the people thirsted 
there for water, and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us 
out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” 4 So Moses cried out to 
the Lord, “What shall I do for this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5 The Lord 
said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people and take some of the elders of Israel with you; 
take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile and go. 6 I will be standing there in 
front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the 
people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 He called the place 
Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the 
Lord among us or not?”  
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 78: 1-4, 12-16 
 

 1 Hear my teaching, O my people; 
  incline your ears to the words | of my mouth. 
 2 I will open my mouth in a parable; 
  I will declare the mysteries of | ancient times— 
 

 3 that which we have heard and known, and what our forebears have told us, 
  we will not hide | from their children. 
 4 We will recount to generations to come the praiseworthy deeds and the 
         power of the Lord, and the wonderful works God has done.  
 

 12 God worked marvels in the sight of their ancestors, 
  in the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan, 
 13 splitting open the sea and letting them pass through; 
  making the waters stand | up like walls; 
 

 14 leading them with a cloud by day, 
  and all the night with a glow of fire; 
 15 splitting the rocks in the wilderness 
  and giving them drink as from the deep; 
 

 16 bringing streams out of a rock, 
  making them flow down like a river. 
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A reading from Philippians, the 2nd chapter.    (Philippians 2:1-13) 
 
1 If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any partnership in the 
Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, 2 make my joy complete: be of the same mind, 
having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish 
ambition or empty conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4 Let 
each of you look not to your own interests but to the interests of others. 5 Let the same mind 
be in you that was in Christ Jesus,6 who, though he existed in the form of God, did not regard 
equality with God as something to be grasped,7 but emptied himself, taking the form of a 
slave, assuming human likeness. And being found in appearance as a human, 8 he humbled 
himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God 
exalted him even more highly and gave him the name that is above every other name, 10 so 
that at the name given to Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth, 11 and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father. 12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my 
presence but much more now in my absence, work on your own salvation with fear and 
trembling, 13 for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his 
good pleasure. 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Children’s Sermon 
 

Gospel Acclamation  
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Gospel Reading 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 21st chapter.  (Matthew 21:23-32) 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

23 When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to 
him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who 
gave you this authority?” 24 Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell 
me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25 Did the 
baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one 
another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe him?’ 
26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for all regard John as a 
prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I 
tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
 

  28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and 
work in the vineyard today.’ 29 He answered, ‘I will not,’ but later he changed his mind and 
went. 30 The father went to the second and said the same, and he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but 
he did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said 
to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of 
God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not 
believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and even after you saw 
it you did not change your minds and believe him.” The Good News of Jesus Christ. Praise 
to you, O Christ. 
 

Sit     Sermon Silence for reflection follows the sermon.    
 

Stand Hymn of The Day ELW 772         Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways 
  

 
Apostles’ Creed 

 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   Amen. 
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Sit or kneel Prayers of Intercession 
 

A: Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God 
hears us.  A brief silence. 
 

Center your church in humility as we strive to follow in your way. Help us listen to the cries of 
those who have been unfairly hurt by the church and dare to name difficult truths. Show all 
your love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
You call us to care for your creation. Lead us into your promise of a better world through 
sustainable practices and respect for your handiwork. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Inspire all in positions of authority to act honorably. Remind them of their call to use their 
authority for the sake of the common good. Give them the gift of humility. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Comfort those who come before you in fear and trembling. Calm troubled hearts with your 
forgiveness. Help all those in need (especially). Grant us your salvation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Change this congregation’s heart when we say no to your call. Open us to courageous 
learning and service in our community, especially in new or challenging places. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Your steadfast love holds all the saints who have finished their work and are at rest. As we 
grieve, remind us of your mercy so we may also give thanks. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
great. 
 
P: Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you 
see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

Stand  Peace 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
 

Sit  ☩ SERVICE OF THE MEAL  ☩ 
 
 

Offering Hymn      ELW 466      In the Singing       
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Offering Prayer 
 

A:  God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are 
from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts 
in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen. 
 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you.     And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.     We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who 
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the 
way of everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy p. 144 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 
 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the majesty 
of your glory…. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until he comes.  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command… 
 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Sit  
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Invitation to Communion 
 

Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
 

Gluten-free wafers are available.  Please ask your server. 
Red wine and white grape juice are available in each tray. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Communion Hymn        ELW 814           Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am   
 
 

Stand Table Blessing and Communion Prayer 
 

 P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. 
Amen.  

 

A:   Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your 
liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen. 
 

 
Blessing 

 

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. Amen. 
The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances 

through the interceding of the Spirit. Amen. 
The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn         ELW 538             The Lord Now Sends Us Forth 
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Announcements & Sending 
 

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Calendar of Events: 
Sunday (27)    Worship- 9:30 a.m. 
Monday (28)    HUM Volunteer Event- 8:15 a.m. 

   Evy’s Art Class- 12:30 p.m. 
     Narcotics Anonymous Meeting- 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday (29)   Quilting- 9:00 a.m. 
   Bible Study- 2:00 p.m. 

Thursday (1)    Clean Up at Rocco Park- 8:00 a.m. 
     Worship and Music Meeting- 9:15 a.m. 
Sunday (4)   Worship- 9:30 a.m.  
                                   
Hum Volunteers 
Trinity will be volunteering at HUM this coming Monday at 8:15 a.m. We are still looking for 
a few more volunteers. If you are interested, please contact the office. 
 
Contributions Requested 
Once again, it is time to think about collecting items to gather for our annual shipment to 
Lutheran world relief. In past years we have ask the congregation to donate items for the 
school kits and baby layettes. This year we were able to order those items not only at great 
savings but tax free due to the generosity of a nonmember. The balance outstanding to 
reimburse her is $200. Please consider helping to defray this cost. If you would like to 
donate, please write LWR or Lutheran World Relief on your check memo or envelope. 

 

 

Trunk or Treat & Vendor Market 
Trinity will host a Trunk or Treat event on Saturday October 24th from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. If you 
or someone you know is interested in decorating a vehicle or table and giving out candy, 
please contact the office.  
 

 
 
 

Everyone is invited to enjoy light refreshments and conversation 
in the fellowship hall following worship. 
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