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Fourth Sunday of Easter.  Today is sometimes called “Good 
Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is called the “gate” of the sheep in 
today’s gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life. He 
anoints our heads with oil and guides us beside the still waters of 
our baptism. Each Sunday he spreads a feast before us amid the 
world’s violence and war. We go forth to be signs of the resurrection 
and extend God’s tender care to all creation. 
 

GATHERING 
 

Handbells                                                  Thine Is the Glory                                 Susan E. Geschke 
                                                                  Morning Has Broken                           Arnold B. Sherman 
                                                             Sheep May Safely Graze                   J.S. Bach/arr. Rogers 
Welcome 
 

Stand 
Thanksgiving for Baptism  
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! Amen. 

 

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.    Water is poured into the font. 
 

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us 
beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, 
roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us. 

Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We 
give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining 
us in joy and sorrow. 

Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
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Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers 
that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace.  

Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new 
creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn 369                    Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia! 
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Apostolic Greeting  
   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

 
Hymn of Praise: This Is the Feast 

 
 
Prayer of the Day   
 

Let us pray. O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety 
through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty 
and security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 

Sit                
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WORD 
First Reading: Acts 2:42-47 

Today’s reading is a description of life in the community following Peter’s sermon on the day of 
Pentecost, when the Spirit was poured out on God’s people. The new community is sustained in 
worship and fellowship, shares what they have, and ensures that everyone has enough. 

 

A reading from Acts. 42 [The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching 
and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 Awe came upon everyone 
because many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44 All who 
believed were together and had all things in common; 45 they would sell their 
possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 Day by 
day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and 
ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having the goodwill 
of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were 
being saved.                                                                   The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn 778     Based on Psalm 23                                          The Lord’s My Shepherd 
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Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:19-25 
Doing the right things does not guarantee that one will not experience difficulties, hardships, 
rejection, or even suffering. Here Christ is presented as the model for our path of endurance and 
loyalty to God, particularly amid adversity. 

 

A reading from First Peter. 19 It is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a 
person endures pain while suffering unjustly. 20 If you endure when you are beaten for 
doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do good and suffer for 
it, this is a commendable thing before God. 21 For to this you have been called, 
because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should 
follow in his steps. 22 “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
23 When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not 
threaten, but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our 
sins in his body on the cross, so that, having died to sins, we might live for 
righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were going astray like 
sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 
                                                                                            The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
Children’s Message 
 

Stand 
Gospel Acclamation                           All sing the Alleluias; Choir sings the Verse. 

Jesus says, I am | the good shepherd. I know my own and my | own know me. 
     (John 10:14) 

 

Gospel: John 10:1-10 
Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about spiritual leadership. 
Those who listen to Jesus are led to abundant life. 

 

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 1 “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the 
gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters by the 
gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the 
sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he 
has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him 
because they know his voice. 5 They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from 
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him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6 Jesus used this figure of 
speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 7 So again 
Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who came 
before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the 
gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come in and go out and find 
pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may 
have life and have it abundantly.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sit  
Sermon                                                 Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 
 
Please stand when the hymn introduction begins. 
Hymn of the Day 362                                At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing 
 

Stanzas 1, 2, 7, 8 – all        St. 3 and 5 – women        St. 4 and 6 – men 
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Nicene Creed      
 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
  

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen. 
  

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, light from light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.  For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human.  For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.   
 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.   
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Sit or kneel 
Prayers of Intercession 
 A:  Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken 

world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.    A brief silence.  
 

Shepherding God, draw all people to yourself and lead them in paths of 
righteousness. Embolden your church to enter the valleys of the world and guide us 
beside the still waters of your grace. We pray for military and prison chaplains serving 
near and far. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Creator God, by the resurrection of your Son, show us your steadfast love and 
instruct our hearts in your ways. Help us to revere and protect the wonders of your 
creation. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Righteous Judge, strengthen and uphold those who work for justice and advocate for 
human rights. Bring an end to oppression and save us from the temptation of violence 
or vengeance. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Great Physician, walk with those who are grieving, and anoint those who are ill or 
injured. Restore them to health of body, mind, and spirit.  
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Good Shepherd, continually seek us out as lambs of your flock, and form us into a 
community where all are honored and cared for. Spread a feast before us and fill our 
cups to overflowing. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Living God, we praise you for the saints who have died in faith and now dwell in your 
love. At our end, bring us, with them, to our heavenly home.  
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

P:   God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news 
of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen. 

 

Stand 
Peace     The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

 
MEAL 

Sit 
Setting the Table   +   Presentation of Gifts 
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Choir                                        Jesus, Good Shepherd                       Bradley Ellingboe 
 

Jesus, good shepherd, come, lead me to rest.  
Beside the still water, I wait as your guest. 

O Savior, come, restore my soul; give me life and make me whole. 
O Jesus, come to me now, make me whole. 

 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of death, 
I know you go with me, my rod and my staff; 

so I will fear no evil thing.  In the darkness I will sing, 
oh, as I walk through the valleys, I’ll sing! 

Surely your goodness and mercy toward me 
shall follow me all of my life, every day. 

Soon I will dwell with you, O Lord, as you promised in your Word, 
and I will dwell with you always, O Lord. 

 

Psalm 23, para. Gracia Grindal 
 
Offering Prayer 
 

A:  Let us pray. Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and 
thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and 
mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

 
 

Great Thanksgiving  
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious 
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to 
take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to 
eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
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Eucharistic Prayer   
 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your 
faithfulness endures from age to age.  
 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for saving the earth 
from the waters of the flood.  Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through 
the sea. Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of 
milk and honey. Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.  
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit 
poured out on all nations. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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With this bread and cup we remember our Lord's passover from death to life as we 
proclaim the mystery of faith:  

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts 
of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ 
for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and 
love.  Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with 
sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time 
of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Sit 
Invitation to Communion 
 

Gluten-free wafers are available.  Please ask your server. 
Red wine and white grape juice are available in each tray. 

 

Lamb of God 
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Communion Hymn 1062                                                    Build a Longer Table  
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Table Blessing and Communion Prayer 
 

 P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s 
grace. Amen.   

 

A: Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making 
all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our 
enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

 

SENDING  
Blessing    
 

May the God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, make you complete in 
everything good so that you may do God’s will, working in you that which is well-
pleasing in God’s sight. Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now 
and forever. Amen.   
 

 Sending Hymn 789  (next page)                 Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us 
 
Sit  
Announcements 
 

Dismissal   Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
                Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God! 

  

Voluntary                             Jesus Christ Is Risen Today                   Healey Willan                              

 
Everyone is invited to enjoy light refreshments and conversation 

in the fellowship hall following worship. 
 

 
 
 
 
Liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2026 Augsburg Fortress All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27433 and print/podcast license 
OneLicense.net A-722538. The Scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised 
Standard Version Updated Edition, copyright © 2021 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.  
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Sending Hymn 
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Commemorations this Week 
 

Wednesday, April 29     Catherine of Siena, theologian, died 1380     This theologian was 
the first woman among Roman Catholics to receive the title "Doctor [teacher] of the Church." 
Catherine was a Dominican sister known for her mystical visions as well as her work on 
behalf of people who were poor and imprisoned. 
 

Friday, May 1     Philip and James, Apostles     Philip was one of the first disciples of Jesus, 
and called Nathanael to “come and see.” Little is known of James, the son of Alphaeus, 
called “the Less” to distinguish him from another apostle named James. 
 

Saturday, May 2     Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, died 373     Best remembered for 
defending the teaching that Christ was fully God against those who taught otherwise, 
Athanasius was an influential church leader around the time of the Council of Nicaea. He 
was banished from Alexandria five times for his forthright views. 
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Our Good Shepherd 
 

The images in today’s texts provide us with much food for thought and action. Psalm 
23 tells of a shepherd who leads us to green pastures and refreshing waters, walks 
alongside us as we face challenging times, takes us to a table already set, and 
anoints us with oil to mark each of us as chosen. We are heard, seen, known, valued, 
and loved, and remain in the Shepherd’s presence for all time. 
 

Jesus’ words in the gospel reading add to the image of a loving and caring shepherd. 
The shepherd calls each sheep by name, while the sheep follow because they 
recognize that voice. Jesus, our Good Shepherd, knows us well and calls each of us 
by name. Jesus also serves as the gate for the sheep, guarding and protecting us in 
the sheepfold, while also providing access to pastureland. This protection and 
access give us the space to be who we are, with no need to play games or pretend to 
be someone we are not. And when it comes right down to it, the Good Shepherd 
comes to give us abundant life—new life in relationship with God, others, and all 
creation. 
 

The reading from Acts 2 provides an image of abundant life among the early 
Christians, a life with an extravagance of worship, fellowship, prayer, generosity, 
service to others, and thankfulness. 
 

How does the image of the Good Shepherd sit with you? How do you picture the 
relationship between you and Jesus—with shepherd and sheep imagery, or 
something else? Where and how do you recognize the Good Shepherd’s voice? Do 
you know someone who has abundant life in Christ—a life of faith, joy, and love? 
What would such a life look like for you, and for your faith community? 
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