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Day of Pentecost.  Pentecost derives its name from the 
Jewish festival celebrating the harvest and the giving of the 
law on Mount Sinai fifty days after Passover. Fifty days after 
Easter, we celebrate the Holy Spirit as God’s presence within 
and among us. In Acts the Spirit arrives in rushing wind and 
flame, bringing God’s presence to all people. Paul reminds us 
that though we each have different capacities, we are unified 
in the Spirit that equips us with these gifts. Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit on his 
disciples, empowering them to forgive sin. We celebrate that we too are given the 
breath of the Holy Spirit and sent out to proclaim God’s redeeming love to all the 
world. 

GATHERING 
 

Handbells                                   A Ringer’s Prayer                               Judy Hunnicutt 
                                                      Fantasy on Hyfrydol                             Hal H. Hopson 
                                                     Rushing Mighty Wind                        Tammy Waldrop 
 

Welcome 
 

Stand 
Thanksgiving for Baptism  
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! Amen. 

 

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.    Water is poured into the font. 
 

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us 
beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, 
roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us. 

Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
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Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We 
give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining 
us in joy and sorrow. 

Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers 
that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace.  

Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new 
creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn 786                                                          O Holy Spirit, Enter In 
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Apostolic Greeting  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 
 

Hymn of Praise: O Living Breath of God                                                  Hymn 407    
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Prayer of the Day   
 

Let us pray. O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending 
into us your Holy Spirit. Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right 
judgment in all things and rejoice at all times in your peace, through Jesus Christ, 
your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
Sit                

WORD 
 

Readers:  Else Abel – German; Grace Kellermeier – Swedish; Mary Parada – Spanish;    
Cheryl Tucker – Italian; Joe Kellermeierr – Vietnamese; Grace Kellermeier – French.  

 
 

First Reading: Acts 2:1-21 
Pentecost was a Jewish harvest festival that marked the fiftieth day after Passover. Luke portrays 
the Holy Spirit being poured out upon the disciples before the gathered and astonished people 
assembled in Jerusalem for the festival. Filled with the Spirit, the disciples were able to witness to 
the power of Christ’s resurrection. 

 

A reading from Acts. 1 When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all 
together in one place. 2 And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush 
of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 Divided 
tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4 All 
of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the 
Spirit gave them ability. 5 Now there were devout Jews from every people under 
heaven living in Jerusalem. 6 And at this sound the crowd gathered and was 
bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 
7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 
8 And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9 Parthians, 
Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and 
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—in our own 
languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12 All were amazed 
and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others sneered 
and said, “They are filled with new wine.”  14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, 
raised his voice and addressed them, “Fellow Jews and all who live in Jerusalem, let 
this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15 Indeed, these are not drunk, as you 
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suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16 No, this is what was spoken 
through the prophet Joel: 17 ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour 
out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and 
your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. 18 Even upon 
my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall 
prophesy. 19 And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth 
below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 20 The sun shall be turned to darkness and 
the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 21 Then 
everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 
                                                                                             The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b    
     choir/congregation 
 

 

24 How manifold are your | works, O LORD! 
  In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full | of your creatures. 
25 Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too man- | y to number, 
  living things both | small and great. 
 

26 There go the ships | to and fro,  and Leviathan, which you made for the | sport of it. 
27 All of them | look to you 
  to give them their food | in due season.  
 

28 You give it to them; they | gather it; 
  you open your hand, and they are filled | with good things. 
29 When you hide your face, | they are terrified; 
  when you take away their breath, they die and return | to their dust. 
 

30 You send forth your Spirit, and they | are created;  
  and so you renew the face | of the earth. 
31 May the glory of the LORD en- | dure forever; 
  O LORD, rejoice in | all your works. 
 

32 You look at the earth | and it trembles;  you touch the mountains | and they smoke. 
33 I will sing to the LORD as long | as I live; 
  I will praise my God while I | have my being. 
 

34 May these words of | mine please God.  I will rejoice | in the LORD. 
 35b Bless the LORD, | O my soul. 
  Hal- | lelujah!  
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Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 
Paul is helping the Corinthians understand the relationship between our God-given unity and Spirit-
created diversity. The Spirit creates the unity of faith and gives all Christians diverse gifts for the 
common benefit of all. We need one another’s diverse spiritual gifts because the same Spirit has 
given them to each person for the common good. 

 

A reading from First Corinthians. 3b No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy 
Spirit. 4 Now there are varieties of gifts but the same Spirit, 5 and there are varieties of 
services but the same Lord, 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same 
God who activates all of them in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the 
Spirit for the common good. 8 To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of 
wisdom and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to 
another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to 
another the working of powerful deeds, to another prophecy, to another the 
discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the 
interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who 
allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 12 For just as the body is one 
and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one 
body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—
Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
                                                                                          The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
Children’s Message 
 

Stand 
Gospel Acclamation                           All sing the Alleluias; Choir sings the Verse. 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts | of your faithful,  
and kindle in us the fire | of your love.  

 

Gospel: John 20:19-23 
The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and the gift of 
the Holy Spirit. 

 

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were 
locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 



7 

 

them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands 
and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them 
again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had 
said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 
retained.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sit  
Sermon                                                 Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 

Please stand when the hymn introduction begins. 
Hymn of the Day 627     (see next page)                                     O Day Full of Grace 
 
Nicene Creed     With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, light from light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all 
things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became 
truly human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.   
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life 
of the world to come. Amen.   
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Hymn of the Day 
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Sit or kneel 
Prayers of Intercession 
 A:  Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken 

world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.    A brief silence.  
 

O God, you send the Holy Spirit to gather your church into one. Inspire all ministers 
of the gospel to speak prophetic and hope-filled words to all whom they encounter. 
Bless the work of interreligious dialogue. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

You send the Holy Spirit to renew the face of the earth. Protect all living things, bring 
forth clean water and abundant food, and grant us wonder as we contemplate all you 
have made. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

You send the Holy Spirit to break down the barriers of communication among 
nations. Bestow peace in war-torn areas, guide all in government and society to work 
for justice, and guard those serving in the armed forces, especially this weekend as 
we remember those who died in service to their country.  
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

You send the Holy Spirit to accompany those who feel abandoned. Provide food for 
those who hunger and drink for those who thirst, soothe those who are anxious or 
bereaved, comfort those who are sick or suffering, and answer all who call upon your 
name. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

You send the Holy Spirit through the gift of baptism. Bless both those preparing for or 
affirming their baptism. May they be encouraged by this community of faith as they 
live out their baptismal promises. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

You send the Holy Spirit to console us in our grief. We give you thanks for our 
ancestors in the faith whose witness to your mighty works continues to inspire our 
lives. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

P:   God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news 
of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen. 

 

Stand 
Peace     The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

 

MEAL 

Sit 
Setting the Table   +   Presentation of Gifts 
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Choir                              Gracious Spirit, Dwell with Me                    K. Lee Scott 
 

Gracious Spirit, dwell with me, I would gracious be; 
help me now thy grace to see, I would be like thee; 

and, with words that help and heal, thy life would mine reveal; 
and with actions bold and meek, for Christ, my Savior, speak. 

 

Truthful Spirit, dwell with me, I would truthful be; 
help me now thy truth to see, I would be like thee; 

and, with wisdom kind and clear, thy life in mine appear; 
and, with actions brotherly, speak Christ’s sincerity. 

 

Holy Spirit, dwell with me, I would holy be; 
show thy mercy tenderly, make me more like thee; 

separate from sin, I would and cherish all things good, 
and whatever I can be give him who gave me thee. 

 

Mighty Spirit, dwell with me, I would mighty be; 
help me now thy pow’r to see, I would be like thee; 

‘gainst all weapons hell can wield, be thou my strength and shield; 
let thy word my weapon be, Lord, thine the victory. 

 

Gracious Spirit, dwell with me, I would be like thee! 
 

Text:  Thomas Toke Lynch, 1855 
 
 

Offering Prayer 
 

A:  Let us pray. Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and 
thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and 
mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

 

 
 
Great Thanksgiving  
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ. Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection, you pour out the 
fire of your Spirit, uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue. And 
so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, 
cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
 

 

Eucharistic Prayer   
 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your 
faithfulness endures from age to age.  
 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for saving 
the earth from the waters of the flood.  Praise to you for bringing the Israelites 
safely through the sea. Praise to you for leading your people through the 
wilderness to the land of milk and honey. Praise to you for the words and deeds 
of Jesus, your anointed one.  Praise to you for the death and resurrection of 
Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord's passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:  

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
 

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these 
gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of 
Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with 
justice, peace, and love.   

Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
 

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

 
 
Lord’s Prayer   
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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Sit 
Invitation to Communion 
 

Gluten-free wafers are available.  Please ask your server. 
Red wine and white grape juice are available in each tray. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lamb of God 
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Communion Hymn ACS 944                                         O Spirit All-Embracing 
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Table Blessing and Communion Prayer 
 

 P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
God’s grace. Amen.   

 

A:  Let us pray. Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among 
us and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious 
hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the 
name of Jesus, Amen. 

 

 
SENDING 

  

Blessing    
 

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of 
the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,  +  bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
  

 
Sending Hymn 400   (see next page)   God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind 
 
 
 
 
Sit  
Announcements 
 

Dismissal   Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
                Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God! 

  

Voluntary               God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind                        Paul Manz 
 
                

 
Everyone is invited to enjoy light refreshments and conversation 

in the fellowship hall following worship. 
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Sending Hymn 
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Commemorations this Week 
 

Sunday, May 24     Nicolaus Copernicus, died 1543; Leonhard Euler, died 1783; 
scientists     These two men were both scientists who helped to explain the wonders 
of God's universe. Copernicus is best known for promoting the idea that the sun, not 
the earth, is at the center of our solar system. Euler was one of the founders of pure 
mathematics, and contributed to many other fields. 
 

Wednesday, May 27     John Calvin, renewer of the church, died 1564     Gifted both 
as a systematic theologian and as an interpreter of scriptures, Calvin embraced the 
Reformation, and as a preacher in Geneva, Switzerland, brought a theocratic 
government to it. He is regarded as the father of the Reformed churches. 
 

Friday, May 29     Jiri Tranovský, hymnwriter, died 1637     Tranovský is considered 
to be the father of Slovak hymnody as well as an important reformer of the Slavic 
church. He translated the Augsburg Confession (the basis of Lutheran teachings) and 
published a collection of Slovak hymns. 
 
Liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2026 Augsburg Fortress All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27433 and print/podcast license 
OneLicense.net A-722538. The Scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised 
Standard Version Updated Edition, copyright © 2021 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.  
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The comic strip Agnus Day is a lectionary-based comic strip.  Each week, Rick (the one with the dark 
nose) and Ted discuss one of the assigned readings from the Common Lectionary. Their conversation 
drives at a point and sometimes sparks a laugh.  Agnus Day is the creation of Pastor James Wetzstein, 
a Lutheran pastor who serves as one of the campus pastors at Valparaiso University.  Agnus Day 
appears with the permission of www.agnusday.org.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

http://www.agnusday.org/


19 

 

Deep Breath 
 

In the world of the Bible, the word breath is synonymous with “life.” Breath is 
necessary for a creature to be considered alive; where there isn’t breath, there isn’t 
life. Breath from God animates—brings to life—the creature formed from dust, the 
first human. When Jesus dies on the cross, three of the four gospels describe the 
moment using the phrase “breathed his last.” 
 

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus appears to the disciples after the resurrection and 
offers his body to them for inspection. His scarred hands and side reveal that he is, 
in fact, Jesus, who was crucified. He is not an impostor. The disciples rejoice at the 
recognition. Next, Jesus breathes on them, a clear physical and symbolic assurance 
that he is not just a body but a living body. The breath that was once spent and gone 
has returned. He is not reanimated; he is resurrected. He has life in him again! 
 

When Jesus breathes on his disciples, he also invites them to receive the Holy Spirit. 
This moment is extraordinary. Jesus animates the disciples in the same way God 
animated Adam: by bestowing divine breath, which brings not only physical life but 
spiritual life as well. Moreover, Jesus reveals that the Holy Spirit he promised to the 
disciples is, in fact, his own animating Spirit. 
 

The earth-shaking wind of the Spirit at Pentecost is also an intimate breath of life. 
Through this divine exhale, there is the gift of life—body and spirit—and the enduring 
promise of resurrection. 
 

Spend a few moments today doing some deep breathing as you give thanks for God’s 
gift of breath and for the Holy Spirit. 
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