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12th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

☩ GATHERING & WELCOME ☩ 
                           

Stand 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin to God. Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will 
give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. Amen. 
 

Opening Hymn  ELW 641 All Are Welcome 
 

Apostolic Greeting 
 

Kyrie 
 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen. 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Let us pray.  
 
God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach us as 
disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, that your name may 
be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

☩ SERVICE OF THE  WORD ☩ 
 
A reading from Genesis, the 45th chapter.                                  (Genesis 45: 1-15) 

 

[After Judah offered himself in place of his brother Benjamin,] 1 Joseph could no longer 
control himself before all those who stood by him, and he cried out, “Send everyone away 
from me.” So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known to his 
brothers. 2 And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh 
heard it. 3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers 
could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. 
  4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, 
“I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 And now do not be distressed or 
angry with yourselves because you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve 
life. 6 For the famine has been in the land these two years, and there are five more years in 
which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7 God sent me before you to preserve for 
you a remnant on earth and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8 So it was not you who 
sent me here but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh and lord of all his house and 
ruler over all the land of Egypt. 9 Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says 
your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me; do not delay. 10 You 
shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your 
children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. 11 I will provide 
for you there, since there are five more years of famine to come, so that you and your 
household and all that you have will not come to poverty.’ 12 And now your eyes and the 
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eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it is my own mouth that speaks to you. 13 You must tell 
my father how greatly I am honored in Egypt and all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my 
father down here.” 14 Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, while 
Benjamin wept upon his neck. 15 And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them, and 
after that his brothers talked with him. 
 
  The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm: 133 
 
  1 How good and how pleas- | ant it is, 
  when kindred live togeth- | er in unity! 
 
 2 It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down up- | on the beard, 
  upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar | of his robe. 
 
 3 It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the | hills of Zion. 
  For there the Lord has commanded the blessing: life for- | evermore.  
 
A reading from Romans, the 11th chapter.    (Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32) 
 
[Paul writes:] 1 I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an 
Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2a God has not 
rejected his people whom he foreknew. 
 
  29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 Just as you were once disobedient 
to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 31 so also they have 
now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they also may now receive 
mercy. 32 For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all. 
 

Children’s Message 
 
 

 

Stand 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
 

 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 15th chapter. Glory to you O, Lord. 
 
[10 [Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:11 it is not what 
goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that 
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defiles.” 12 Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees 
took offense when they heard what you said?” 13 He answered, “Every plant that my 
heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14 Let them alone; they are blind guides of 
the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” 15 But Peter said to 
him, “Explain this parable to us.” 16 Then he said, “Are you also still without 
understanding? 17 Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach 
and goes out into the sewer? 18 But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, 
and this is what defiles. 19 For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, sexual 
immorality, theft, false witness, slander. 20 These are what defile a person, but to eat with 
unwashed hands does not defile.”] 
  21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just then a 
Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, 
Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23 But he did not answer her at 
all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting 
after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 But 
she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 He answered, “It is not fair to 
take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs 
eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, 
great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed from 
that moment. The Good News of Jesus Christ. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
 

Sermon          Silence for reflection follows the sermon.    
  

 
Hymn of The Day  ELW 588 There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 

  
Apostles’ Creed 

 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   
Amen.      

Sit or kneel 
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Prayers of Intercession 

 
 A:  With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all 

of God’s creation.  
A brief silence. 

Stand 
 

A: For believers around the world who stream to your holy mountain, that all be united in 
faith and harmony in the body of Christ. Let your church on earth be a witness to the 
beloved community of your heavenly kingdom. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
For your wondrous creation, that it thrives and flourishes as you intend. Raise up wise 
stewards to defend the natural world against carelessness and destruction. Safeguard 
endangered species and their habitats (especially). Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
For the nations of the world and all in authority, that they heed the cry of the outcast and 
ensure care for the most vulnerable. Give wisdom to leaders of countries, congregations, 
and communities, that they lead and serve justly. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
For all who are lonely, grieving, or struggling with chronic pain, that they find comfort, 
community, and hope. Send relief to all who struggle with illness of any kind (especially). 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
For this congregation, for visitors and those new to this faith community, that all may 
recognize the presence of Christ in each new face. Draw this community together in love 
and strengthen it in unwavering faith. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
For the saints before us whose work is done, that their faithful example continues to direct 
your church. May their witness remind us that your gifts and calling are irrevocable, whether 
in life or death. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
P:  Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the 
name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Peace 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

Sit 
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☩ SERVICE OF THE MEAL☩ 

 
Offering Hymn  ELW 167              Now The Feast and Celebration 

 
Offering Prayer 

 

A:  Let us pray. Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart 
in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

Great Thanksgiving 
 
The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this 
day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Eucharistic Prayer 
 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the majesty 
of your glory…. 
 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until he comes.  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command… 
 
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now 
and forever. Amen. 

 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
Invitation to Communion 

 

Gluten-free wafers are available.  Please ask your server. 
Red wine and white grape juice are available in each tray. 
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Communion Hymn  ELW 496                             One Bread, One Body 
 

Table Blessing and Communion Prayer 
 

 P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s 
grace. Amen.  

 

A:   Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the 
abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love 
freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit 
nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 

 
Sending Hymn     ELW 434 Jesus Shall Reign 

 
 

Blessing 
 

 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. 
Amen. 

Announcements & Sending 
 
 

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! Thanks be to God. 
 

Everyone is invited to enjoy light refreshments and conversation 
in the fellowship hall following worship. 
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