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Maundy Thursday   
 

Today our Lenten observance comes to an end, and 
we gather with Christians around the world to 
celebrate the Three Days of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. Today we remember Christ’s last meal 
with his disciples, but the central focus is his 
commandment that we live out the promise 
embodied in this meal. As Jesus washed his disciples’ 
feet, so we are called to give and receive love in 
humble service to one another. Formed into a new 
body in Christ through this holy meal, we are 
transformed by the mercy we have received and carry 
it into the world.  
 

Departing worship in solemn silence, we anticipate the coming days. 
  
 

 
GATHERING 

 
 
 

Prelude                                            Eucharistia                              G. Winston Cassler 
                                                          Wondrous Love                                   Cathy DeRousse 
 

Welcome 
 
Homily                                                   Silence for reflection follows the homily. 
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Gathering Hymn ACS 930                          Three Holy Days Enfold Us Now 
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Confession and Forgiveness    
 

Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord's call to struggle 
against sin, death, and the devil--all that keeps us from loving God and each other. 
This is the struggle to which we were called at baptism.  
  
 

Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and giving the 
peace of reconciliation. On this day, let us confess our sin against God and our 
neighbor and enter the celebration of the great Three Days reconciled with God and 
with one another.      
 
 

Silence is kept for reflection.  
  
 

Most merciful God,   we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  
Amen. 
  
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 
in the name of the Father, and of the  +  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
  
 On Ash Wednesday, we began this season of repentance with confession, and we 
received the ashes of repentance.  Come forward now and receive your absolution, 
the forgiveness which comes from Christ our Lord. 
                                          
  
 
 
   

 
“In obedience to the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
I forgive you all your sins.”    You may respond “Amen.” 
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Hymn 358                                         Great God, Your Love Has Called Us 
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Apostolic Greeting   
    

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

 
 
Prayer of the Day   
 

Let us pray. Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a 
new commandment, to love one another as he loves us. Write this commandment in 
our hearts, and give us the will to serve others as he was servant of all, your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
 

WORD 
 

 

 
First Reading: Matthew 26:26-35 
 

A reading from Matthew. 26 While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and 
after blessing it he broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my 
body.” 27 Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink 
from it, all of you, 28 for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you, I will never again drink of this fruit of the vine 
until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 30 When they had 
sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 31 Then Jesus said to them, “You 
will all fall away because of me this night, for it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, 
and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ 32 “But after I am raised up, I will go 
ahead of you to Galilee.” 33 Peter said to him, “Even if all fall away because of you, I 
will never fall away.” 34 Jesus said to him, “Truly I tell you, this very night, before the 
cock crows, you will deny me three times.” 35 Peter said to him, “Even though I must 
die with you, I will not deny you.” And so said all the disciples. 
                                                                                             The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 



6 

 

Hymn 472     sung twice                                                                                     Eat This Bread                                                               
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Second Reading: John 13:1–17, 31b–35 
  

A reading from John.  1 Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his 
hour had come to depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own 
who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2 The devil had already decided that 
Judas son of Simon Iscariot would betray Jesus. And during supper 3 Jesus, knowing 
that the Father had given all things into his hands and that he had come from God and 
was going to God, 4 got up from supper, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel 
around himself. 5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ 
feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. 6 He came to Simon 
Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered, “You 
do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 8 Peter said to him, 
“You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no 
share with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands 
and my head!” 10 Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to wash, 
except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” 
11 For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are 
clean.” 12 After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had reclined again, 
he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and 
Lord, and you are right, for that is what I am. 14 So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have 
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I have set you an 
example, that you also should do as I have done to you. 16 Very truly, I tell you, slaves 
are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent 
them. 17 If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.” 31b “Now the Son 
of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32 If God has been 
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glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33 Little 
children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and as I said to the 
Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34 I give you a new 
commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should 
love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have 
love for one another.”                                               The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
Hymn WOV 664                                                                  A New Commandment 
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Gospel: Matthew 26:36-75        
  
 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
  
36 Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his 
disciples, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” 37 He took with him Peter and the 
two sons of Zebedee and began to be grieved and agitated. 38 Then he said to them, 
“My soul is deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay awake with 
me.” 39 And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed, “My 
Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me, yet not what I want but what you 
want.” 40 Then he came to the disciples and found them sleeping, and he said to 
Peter, “So, could you not stay awake with me one hour? 41 Stay awake and pray that 
you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 
weak.” 42 Again he went away for the second time and prayed, “My Father, if this 
cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” 43 Again he came and found them 
sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 44 So leaving them again, he went away and 
prayed for the third time, saying the same words. 45 Then he came to the disciples and 
said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? Now the hour is at hand, 
and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46 Get up, let us be going. 
Look, my betrayer is at hand.” 
 
47 While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him was a large 
crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the 
people. 48 Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the 
man; arrest him.” 49 At once he came up to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and 
kissed him. 50 Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you are here to do.” Then they came 
and laid hands on Jesus and arrested him. 51 Suddenly one of those with Jesus put his 
hand on his sword, drew it, and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his 
ear. 52 Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place, for all who take the 
sword will die by the sword. 53 Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he 
will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels? 54 But how then would the 
scriptures be fulfilled, which say it must happen in this way?” 55 At that hour Jesus 
said to the crowds, “Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me as though 
I were a rebel? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest 
me. 56 But all this has taken place, so that the scriptures of the prophets may be 
fulfilled.” Then all the disciples deserted him and fled. 
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57 Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, where the 
scribes and the elders had gathered. 58 But Peter was following him at a distance, as 
far as the courtyard of the high priest, and going inside he sat with the guards in order 
to see how this would end. 59 Now the chief priests and the whole council were 
looking for false testimony against Jesus so that they might put him to death, 60 but 
they found none, though many false witnesses came forward. At last two came 
forward 61 and said, “This fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God and to 
build it in three days.’ ” 62 The high priest stood up and said, “Have you no answer? 
What is it that they testify against you?” 63 But Jesus was silent. Then the high priest 
said to him, “I put you under oath before the living God, tell us if you are the Messiah, 
the Son of God.” 64 Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you,  From now on 
you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the 
clouds of heaven.” 
 
65 Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has blasphemed! Why do we still 
need witnesses? You have now heard his blasphemy. 66 What do you think?” They 
answered, “He deserves death.” 67 Then they spat in his face and struck him, and 
some slapped him, 68 saying, “Prophesy to us, you Messiah! Who is it that struck 
you?” 
 
69 Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A female servant came to him and 
said, “You also were with Jesus the Galilean.” 70 But he denied it before all of them, 
saying, “I do not know what you are talking about.” 71 When he went out to the porch, 
another female servant saw him, and she said to the bystanders, “This man was with 
Jesus the Nazarene.” 72 Again he denied it with an oath, “I do not know the 
man.” 73 After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you 
are also one of them, for your accent betrays you.” 74 Then he began to curse, and he 
swore an oath, “I do not know the man!” At that moment the cock crowed. 75 Then 
Peter remembered what Jesus had said: “Before the cock crows, you will deny me 
three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly. 
 

 
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Hymn of the Day 347                                                     Go to Dark Gethsemane 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

A:   On this day when Jesus gave us a new commandment to love one another, let us 
bring our prayers before the One whose love knows no bounds.      

 

A brief silence. 
 

Gracious host, you knelt to wash your disciples’ feet. Cleanse us from pride and self-
centeredness, and teach us to love one another as you have loved us.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Creator God, the earth is yours and everything in it. Awaken us to care for all you have 
made and conserve the rich diversity of your good creation.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

God of the nations, guide the world’s leaders in the ways of justice and peace. Where 
they wield power unjustly, confront them. Where they are indifferent to suffering, 
awaken their conscience.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Compassionate One, embrace all who are lonely or in captivity, comfort the grieving, 
and relieve those in pain. Draw near to all who suffer. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Blessed redeemer, we give you thanks for this community of faith, and for all who 
gather around your table of grace. Unite us in love for you and for one another.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Eternal God, we praise you for the great cloud of witnesses who now rest from their 
labors. At the last, gather us with them at your heavenly banquet.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

P:   We entrust these prayers to you, O God, confident that you will strengthen us by 
your Spirit to love one another as Christ has loved us. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

 

Peace     The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

MEAL 

 
Setting the Table   +   Presentation of Gifts 
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Choir                                                    In the Upper Room                                    Russell Nagy 
 

Children, I am with you but a little while.  Where I go, you cannot follow.   
You will seek, but will not find me; still you know that I am the Way. 

 

Don’t be troubled that I say I go away; It is best for you I go now.   
If I go, I make a place for you: And I’ll come to take you some day. 

 

I will send the Holy Spirit to you to lead you in truth, to guide what you do.   
He’ll remind you then of all I have said, and I will always be with you. 

 

Take and eat my body broken for you.  Take and drink the blood I offer.   
What I do for you, you know not.  If you love me, you will obey. 

 
 
 
Offering Prayer 

 

A:  Let us pray. O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all 
creation. You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its 
bounty. Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of 
your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ 
name. Amen. 

 
 
 
Great Thanksgiving  
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ; whose suffering and death gave salvation to all. You gather your people 
around the tree of the cross, transforming death into life. And so, with all the choirs 
of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn:   
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Eucharistic Prayer 
 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your 
faithfulness endures from age to age.  
 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for saving the earth 
from the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through 
the sea. Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of 
milk and honey. Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.  
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit 
poured out on all nations. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord's passover from death to life as we 
proclaim the mystery of faith:  

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts 
of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ 
for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and 
love.  Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with 
sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 

 
 
Lord’s Prayer   
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
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Lamb of God 
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Invitation to Communion 
 

 
Gluten-free wafers are available.  Please ask your server. 
Red wine and white grape juice are available in each tray. 

 

 
 
 
Communion Hymn 708                             Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love 
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Table Blessing and Communion Prayer 
 

 P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s  
grace. Amen.   

 
 

A:  Let us pray. Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament you strengthen us with the 
saving power of your suffering, death, and resurrection.  May this sacrament of 
your body and blood so work in us that the fruits of your redemption will show 
forth in the way we live, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.   Amen.  

 
 
 
All depart in silence. 
 

 
 

 
The omission of benedictions at the end of the liturgies of both 

Maundy Thursday and Good Friday indicate their continuity 
with each other and with Easter.  

 
You may stay and pray as long as you wish.  

The service continues tomorrow. 
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The Highest and the Lowest 
 

The paradoxes of Holy Week continue during this supper scene. Jesus, the disciples’ 
Lord and Teacher, the very Son of God, takes the posture of the lowest slave. 
Footwashing would be considered disgraceful for anyone other than the most menial 
servant. Despite this, Jesus, grounded in his identity as God’s Son, serves his friends 
in this intimate, humble act. 
 

John goes out of his way to emphasize both Jesus’ divine confidence and the 
scandalous nature of his behavior. The highest exaltation and the most lowly 
servanthood stand in mysterious tension. Why must it be so? Only in this paradox 
can the full extent of divine love be revealed. God Almighty, in the flesh, serves. The 
one who should be attended by angels bends before those who will abandon and 
even betray him. There is no limit to how far Jesus will go to connect with us, no barrier 
that would prevent him from drawing near to us. 
 

The use of water might remind you of baptism. In the 
sacraments, the God who transcends all of creation comes to 
you in earthly, physical elements: water, bread, and wine. 
Jesus reveals the divine identity: holy, glorious, and powerful 
enough to overcome sin and defeat death, but humble enough 
to use his might to redeem a world that rejects him. A mere 
human would not be strong enough to rescue us from sin, and 

a God who remains distant could not pay the cost of saving love. Jesus, human and 
divine, exalted and lowly, gives his life to us and for us on the cross. 
 

This paradox not only gives us salvation; it invites us into a new way of life. We who 
need the washing of grace can live out that grace by washing the feet of others. We 
can serve. Knowing that Jesus has given all love to us, we can give that love away. This 
is the gift of our Lord and Teacher; may it be the path for our life together. 
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