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Second Sunday after Epiphany   Today’s gospel opens with further reflection on 
Jesus’ baptism. He is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world and the one 
anointed by the Spirit. In the liturgy we come and see Christ revealed among us in word 
and meal. We go forth to invite others to come and worship the Holy One and to receive 
the gifts of grace and peace made known among us. 
 

GATHERING 
Prelude              
 

Welcome 
 

Stand 
Confession and Forgiveness    
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,  +  one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the Word who spoke life into 
being, the Wind stirring the waters. Amen.   
 

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.    Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Mighty God, lover of justice,   you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests at 
the expense of our neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. We say the right 
words, but our hearts are far from you. Turn us to seek your face. Knit us together and give us the 
mind of Christ, that we may do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 
 

The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: Like a spring of water that never 
fails, God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, and forgives your sin in  +  Jesus’ name. May the Spirit 
give you strength to live for others, and bless you with the gift of peace. Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn 314                                                                                 Arise, Your Light Has Come! 
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Apostolic Greeting  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Hymn of Praise: Glory Be to God      

 
 

 

Prayer of the Day   
 

Let us pray.  Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold us forever, that through your 
grace we may worship you and faithfully serve you, follow you and joyfully find you, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Sit                
WORD 

 

First Reading: Isaiah 49:1-7 
Here the servant, identified as Israel, speaks for herself and describes her honored mission. Called before her birth like 
Jeremiah and John the Baptist, the servant is not only to restore Israel. The servant’s ultimate assignment is to bring news of 
God’s victory to the ends of the earth. God in faithfulness has chosen Israel for this task. 

 

A reading from Isaiah. 1 Listen to me, O coastlands; pay attention, you peoples from far away! The LORD 
called me before I was born; while I was in my mother’s womb he named me. 2 He made my mouth like a 
sharp sword; in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me a polished arrow; in his quiver he hid me 
away. 3 And he said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 4 But I said, “I have 
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labored in vain; I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my cause is with the LORD and 
my reward with my God.” 5 And now the LORD says, who formed me in the womb to be his servant, to bring 
Jacob back to him, and that Israel might be gathered to him, for I am honored in the sight of the LORD, and 
my God has become my strength—6 he says, “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise 
up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; I will give you as a light to the nations, that my 
salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 7 Thus says the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy 
One, to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, the slave of rulers, “Kings shall see and stand up; 
princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, because of the LORD, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, 
who has chosen you.”                                                                                         The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Psalm 40:1-11                                                                                                                           Tune: CANONBURY 
Lord, Speak to Us 

 

O blest are they who in their love  compassion hold for those in need; 
for they shall find, when faced by foes,  the Lord is their defense indeed. 

 

When all the evils earth can dream  are cast on me, my faith to break, 
their rage I temper through God’s grace,  and bear them boldly for God’s sake. 

 

The hands which shared my broken bread,  my love with their deceit repaid; 
and friends whose trust I counted mine  have left me wounded and betrayed. 

 

To me, O Lord, in mercy turn,  your favor, my most treasured prize. 
My mouth shall sing redemption’s song,  and tears of love wash clean my eyes. 

 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 

Though God’s church in Corinth is a fractious congregation beset with many conflicts, Paul opens this letter by spotlighting 
the multiple ways God has enriched and sustained its life as part of the divine call into the fellowship of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

 

A reading from First Corinthians. 1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our 
brother Sosthenes, 2 To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, 
called to be saints, together with all those who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
both their Lord and ours: 3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4 I give 
thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, 5 for 
in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind 6 just as the testimony 
of Christ has been strengthened among you 7 so that you are not lacking in any gift as you wait for the 
revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8 He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless 
on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, by whom you were called into the partnership of his 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.                                                                                 The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Children’s Message 
 

 
Stand 
Gospel Acclamation                      Choir sings the Acclamation and all repeat it;  Choir sings the Verse. 

 
 
 
 
 

In the | Word was life,  and the life was the light | of all people.      (John 1:4) 
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Gospel: John 1:29-42 
John the Baptist’s witness to Jesus initiates a chain of testimony as his disciples begin to share with others what they have 
found. 

 

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

29 [John the Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away 
the sin of the world!30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he 
was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might 
be revealed to Israel.” 32 And John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it 
remained on him. 33 I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 
‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I 
myself have seen and have testified that this is the Chosen One.” 35 The next day John again was standing 
with two of his disciples, 36 and as he watched Jesus walk by he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of 
God!” 37 The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 When Jesus turned and saw them 
following, he said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means 
Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39 He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he was 
staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. 40 One of the two 
who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He first found his brother 
Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). 42 He brought Simon 
to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is 
translated Peter). 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sit  
Sermon                                                 Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 

Please stand when the hymn introduction begins. 
Hymn of the Day 696                                                                          Jesus Calls Us; o’er the Tumult 
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Apostles’ Creed     With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated 
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   Amen. 
 
 
Sit or kneel 
Prayers of Intercession 
 

 A: As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human community, 
and the well-being of the earth, our home.     A brief silence.  

 

Gracious God, gather the church into one great fellowship. Equip your people to work together for justice 
and peace, following the example of Martin Luther King Jr., renewer of society, whose birth we remember 
this week. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Creating God, sustain the web of life on this planet. Protect wild places, endangered species, and 
vulnerable habitats. Come to the aid of those affected by natural disasters.  
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Just God, you desire respect and equality for everyone. Raise up prophets who speak truth to the nations. 
Embolden leaders and those in authority to advocate for people in need. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Healing God, you lift up those who are bowed down by trouble, oppression, or illness. Bring an end to social 
injustice and inequities of every kind, so that all people may have abundant life. 
 Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Abiding God, you are present with this congregation. Keep us mindful of our mission and guide our 
ministries in this community.  Kindle in us a desire to help one another. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Faithful God, you promise to be with us always. We remember with gratitude the faithful departed who 
now rest in you. Strengthen us to the end, that we may see you face to face.  
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

P:   Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for whom we pray 
to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen. 

 

Stand 
Peace     The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

 
 

MEAL 

 
 
Sit 
Setting the Table   +   Presentation of Gifts 
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Choir                                                                         Lamb of God                                                         Twila Paris 
 

Your only Son, no sin to hide, but you have sent him from your side 
to walk upon this guilty sod and to become the Lamb of God. 

  

Your gift of love we crucified.  We laughed and scorned him as he died. 
The humble king we named a fraud and sacrificed the Lamb of God 

 

O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God, I love the holy Lamb of God 
Oh, wash me in your precious blood, my Jesus Christ the Lamb of God 

 

I was so lost, I should have died, but you have brought me to your side 
to be led by your staff and rod and to be call a lamb of God 

 

 
Text: Twila Paris, b. 1958 

Stand 

Offering Prayer 
 

A:  Let us pray. God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for those who 
love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use what we have gathered to feed us 
with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Great Thanksgiving  
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise 
to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and 
the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and  
join their unending hymn:    
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Eucharistic Prayer 
  

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the birth of creation. Blessed are 
you in the darkness and in the light. Blessed are you for your promise to your people. Blessed are you in 
the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. Blessed are you for 
your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to 
his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 

 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
  

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. We remember 
our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

 Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken 
your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel,  Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 
sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Sit 
Invitation to Communion 

Gluten-free wafers are available.  Please ask your server. 
Red wine and white grape juice are available in each tray. 

 

Lamb of God  
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Communion Hymn 677                                                                                       This Little Light of Mine 

 
 
 
 

 
Table Blessing and Communion Prayer 
 

 P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. Amen.   
 

A: Let us pray. Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of his 
body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table with delight, that our lives may 
reflect the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord.  Amen.  

 
 
 
 

SENDING  
 
Blessing  
 

May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your heart for praise  +  bless you 
now and forever. Amen. 
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Sending Hymn 841                                                                                             Lift Every Voice and Sing 
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Sit  
Announcements 
  

Dismissal   Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.  Thanks be to God. 
  

Voluntary              
                                      

Everyone is invited to enjoy light refreshments and conversation 
in the fellowship hall following worship. 

 
 
 
 
 
Psalm hymn from The Psalter for Christian Worship (Witherspoon Press, 2010). © Michael Morgan. Used by permission. Liturgy from Sundays 
and Seasons.com. © 2026 Augsburg Fortress All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#27433 and print/podcast license OneLicense.net A-722538. The Scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard 
Version Updated Edition, copyright © 2021 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. 
All rights reserved worldwide.  

 

 
 

Commemorations this Week 
 

Sunday, January 18     Confession of Peter     Today the church remembers the apostle Peter's great 
acknowledgement of Jesus as "the Christ, the Son of the living God." This festival serves as a fitting beginning to the 
week in which we particularly pray that all Christians might be united in faith and witness. 
 

Monday, January 19      Henry, Bishop of Uppsala, martyr, died 1156     When Erik, King of Sweden, determined to 
invade Finland for the purpose of converting the people there to Christianity, Henry went with him. Henry is 
recognized as the patron saint of Finland. 
 

Wednesday, January 21     Agnes, martyr, died around 304     Agnes was a girl of about thirteen living in Rome. The 
details of her martyrdom are not clear, but she gave witness to her faith and was put to death as a result, most likely 
by the sword. The church has honored her as one of the chief martyrs of her time. 
 
 
 
 
 
The comic strip Agnus Day is a lectionary-based comic strip.  Each week, Rick (the one with the dark nose) and Ted discuss one 
of the assigned readings from the Common Lectionary. Their conversation drives at a point and sometimes sparks a laugh.  
Agnus Day is the creation of Pastor James Wetzstein, a Lutheran pastor who serves as one of the campus pastors at Valparaiso 
University.  Agnus Day appears with the permission of www.agnusday.org.  
 

 

http://www.agnusday.org/
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Then Knowing Begins 
 

There is a whole lot written about knowing in this gospel’s pithy account of Jesus’ debut. There is, for that 
matter, a lot written about knowing throughout John’s gospel; it’s part of this book of the Bible’s 
particularity. But take note: Before any claims of knowing are dashed into this memoir, John the Baptizer 
bothers to reveal that there was, for him, a time before knowing—a time when he did not know Jesus. This 
little and perhaps overlooked detail, “I myself did not know him” (John 1:31), is like sugar water in a 
hummingbird feeder: a sweet invitation or coaxing to come, taste and see what is good. 
 

That admission from John lures readers and hearers to pay attention not simply to events: the arrival of 
Jesus on the scene, his walking toward John, the act of baptizing with water, or even the flamboyant 
descent of a dove. These are descriptive details, but they are not the essence of what soon will overtake 
John and others—an invitation to know Jesus. 
 

The difference between knowing about Jesus and knowing Jesus is tucked in and all around this gospel text 
that leads initially to the Baptizer and then moves onto a pathway beyond him. Yes, Jesus is introduced as 
“Lamb of God.” Yes, like a dove, the Spirit was seen descending. Vivid, symbolic details, for sure, about 
one coming to take away sin. But it is afterward, in Andrew and Simon’s curiosity and willingness to follow, 
when Jesus asks “What are you looking for?” and urges them to “come and see,” when they begin to stay 
together—they with Jesus and he with them—that knowing Jesus overtakes them and they fall into the 
grace of what he comes to take away and what he comes to give. 
 

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church (ELCA) 


