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15th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

☩ GATHERING & WELCOME ☩ 
 

Stand  Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin to God. Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Compassionate God, 
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own 
hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine 
love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one 
another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom there is no 
condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this 
healing gift of grace. Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn     ELW 731   Earth and All Stars!  
 

Apostolic Greeting 
 

Kyrie                                     ELW  p.138 
 

Hymn of Praise     ELW p.140  This is the Feast 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray.  

O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without 
your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead 
us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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Sit ☩ SERVICE OF THE  WORD ☩ 
 
 

A reading from Exodus, the 12th chapter.                                  (Exodus 12:1-14) 

1 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2 “This month shall mark for you the 
beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 3 Tell the whole 
congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each 
family, a lamb for each household. 4 If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall 
join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the 
number of people who eat of it. 5 Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you 
may take it from the sheep or from the goats. 6 You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of 
this month; then the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at 
twilight. 7 They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of 
the houses in which they eat it. 8 They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it 
roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 9 Do not eat any of it raw or 
boiled in water but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. 10 You shall let 
none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn 
with fire. 11 This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your 
staff in your hand, and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the Passover of the Lord. 12 I will pass 
through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of 
Egypt, from human to animal, and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am 
the Lord. 13 The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the 
blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 
  14 “This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to 
the Lord; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.”  
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Psalm: 149 
 
 

 1 Hallelujah! Sing to the LORD  a new song, 
  God’s praise in the assembly | of the faithful. 
 2 Let Israel rejoice in their maker; 
  let the children of Zion be joyful in their ruler. 
 
 3 Let them praise their maker’s name with dancing; 
  let them sing praise with tambourine and harp. 
 4 For the LORD takes pleasure in the people 
  and adorns the poor with victory.  
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 5 Let the faithful rejoice in triumph; 
  let them sing for joy | on their beds. 
 6 Let the praises of God be in their throat 
  and a two-edged sword in their hand 
 

 7 to wreak vengeance on the nations 
  and punishment on the peoples, 
 8 to bind their kings in chains 
  and their nobles with links of iron, 
 

 9 to inflict on them the judgment decreed; 
  this is glory for all God’s faithful ones. Hallelujah! 
 
A reading from Romans, the 13th chapter.    (Romans 13:8-14) 
 
8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you shall not 
murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are 
summed up in this word, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong 
to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 
 11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake from 
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12 the night is far 
gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of 
light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex 
and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Children’s Message 
 
 

 

Stand Gospel Acclamation 
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The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18th chapter. Glory to you O, Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and point out 
the fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have regained that 
one. 16 But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every 
word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If that person refuses 
to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the offender refuses to listen even to the 
church, let such a one be to you as a gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly I tell you, whatever 
you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed 
in heaven. 19 Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will 
be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, I 
am there among them.”  The Good News of Jesus Christ. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sit Sermon Silence for reflection follows the sermon.    
 

Stand Hymn of The Day ELW 603       God, When Human Bonds Are Broken   
  

Apostles’ Creed 
 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   
Amen.      

Sit or kneel Prayers of Intercession 
 

 Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God 
hears us.  A brief silence. 
 

A: Proclaiming God, empower your church throughout the world to announce the words you 
give us. Open us to receive your word in unexpected ways. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
great. 
 
Forming God, renew the cycles of your creation that provide for the needs of all. Protect 
grasslands, marshes, swamps, and all places of transition. Heal communities crying out 
after disaster. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
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Governing God, turn all who create, enforce, or interpret legislation away from selfish gain 
and toward your promise of good for all, especially the good of all who labor.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Attending God, wake us up to any around us who are in need. Restore broken relationships, 
failing health, frayed emotions, and the hurts we carry with us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy 
is great. 
 
Gathering God, resolve conflicts in this community through your righteousness and grace. 
Reconcile us to each other, making your good news known even through our imperfections. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Loving God, all who die in faith have life with you. We give you thanks for the nearness of your 
salvation for all who have gone before us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

P: Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you 
see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
 

Stand  Peace 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

Sit  ☩ SERVICE OF THE MEAL  ☩ 
 

Offering Hymn      ELW 167     Now the Feast and Celebration  
 

Offering Prayer 
 

A:  God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are 
from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts 
in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen. 
 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you.     And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.     We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who 
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the 
way of everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 
 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the majesty 
of your glory…. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until he comes.  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command… 
 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Sit  
 

Invitation to Communion 
 

Christ invites you to this table. 
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 

 
Gluten-free wafers are available.  Please ask your server. 
Red wine and white grape juice are available in each tray. 
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Communion Hymn        ELW 470            Draw Us In The Spirit’s Tether   
 
 

Stand Table Blessing and Communion Prayer 
 

 P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. 
Amen.  

 

A:   Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your 
liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn         ELW 864            Praise, My Soul, The God of Heaven   
 

Blessing 
 

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. Amen. 
The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of 
the Spirit. Amen. 
The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 

Announcements & Sending 
 

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God. 
 

Everyone is invited to enjoy light refreshments and conversation 
in the fellowship hall following worship. 
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