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Fourth Sunday in Lent Baptism is sometimes called
enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is the story of the man
born blind healed by Christ. “I was blind, now | see,” declares
the man. In baptism God opens our eyes to see the truth of who
we are: God’s beloved children. As David was anointed king of
Israel, in baptism God anoints our head with oil, and calls us to
bear witness to the light of Christ in our daily lives.

GATHERING
Prelude He Healed the Darkness of My Mind Janet Linker
Welcome
Stand

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures
forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all offenses.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:
Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:
Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of the Spirit:
Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.



For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining the living water
Christ offers: Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your healing and
hope in the world:
Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding Christ’s call to
come forth to life:
Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free gift of
God, you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the name of + Jesus
Christ, your sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead
dwells in you, pours God’s love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace. Amen.

Gathering Hymn 722 O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate
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O  Christ, your heart, com - pas - sion-ate, bore ev - ’ry hu-man pain.

As once you wel-comed those castdown and healed the sick, the blind,

O  Christ,cre - ate new hearts in us that beat in time with yours,

O Love that made the dis - tant stars, yet marks the spar-row’s fall,

b

B

W N =

n“ﬁ I 1 Il Il 1
7 gt ! — | — | ! ] |

= e e e e e
G W S

Its  beat - ing was the pulse of God; its breadth, God’s vast do - main.
SO may all bruised and bro-ken lives through us your help still find.
that, joined by faith with your great heart, be - come love’s o - pen doors.
whose arms stretched wideup -on  a cross em - brace and bear us all:
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The heart of God, the heart of Christ com-bined in per-fect thyme
Lord, join our hearts with those who weep that none may weep a - lone,
We are your bod -y, ris - en Christ; our hearts, our hands we yield

come, make your church a ser - vant church that walks your ser-vant ways,




il f — | — | f I |
V 4 W1 I I I I i I I I I | I |
 ([an ML | I I I I | ™| 7 -
A\3Y P i—‘_d P | i o i_‘_b bt
J -
to write God’slove in hu-man deeds, e - ter - ni-ty in time.
and help us bear an - oth-er’'s pain as though it were our own.
that throughour life and min - is - try your love may be re - vealed.
whose deeds of loverise up to you, a sac - ri-fice of praise!

Text: Herman G. Stuemptle Jr., 1923-2007
Music: ELLACOMBE, German melody, 18th cent.; adapt. X. L. Hartig, Melodien zum Mainzer Gesangbuche, 1833

Apostolic Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Kyrie: Your Heart, O God, Is Grieved Hymn 602
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1 O God, Father in heav. - en, have mer -cy up - on us.
2 0 Son of God, redeemer of the world, have mer -cy up - on us.
3 0 God, Holy Spir - it, have mer-cy up - on - us.
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sak - en Son our death is laid,  and peace s won.
Fa - ther move his heart  to mer - cy at  such love.
help us pray; bring joy and com - fort, come to stay.




Prayer of the Day

Let us pray. Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your
gracious life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint
us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

Sit
WORD
First Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1-13

Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-oldest son of Jesse and did not match his
brothers in height or other physical characteristics. With the anointing came endowment with the
Spirit of the LORD, designating David as the LORD’s chosen successor to Saul.

Areading from First Samuel. ' The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over
Saul? | have rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set
out; | will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for | have provided for myself a king
among his sons.” 2Samuel said, “How can | go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.”
And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘| have come to sacrifice to the
LorD.’ 2 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and | will show you what you shall do, and you
shall anoint for me the one whom | name to you.” “Samuel did what the LORD
commanded and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him
trembling and said, “Do you come peaceably?” ® He said, “Peaceably. | have come to
sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he
sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. ® When they came, he
looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely his anointed is now before the LORD.” 7 But the
LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature,
because | have rejected him, for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on
the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse called
Abinadab and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen
this one.” °Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD
chosen this one.” '° Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel
said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of these.” ' Samuel said to Jesse, “Are
all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping
the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him, for we will not sit down
until he comes here.” ?He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had
beautiful eyes and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him, for this is the
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one.” ¥ Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his
brothers, and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward.
Samuel then set out and wentto Ramah. The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 23 choir/congregation

'The LorD'is my shepherd;
| shall not ' be in want.

2The LorD makes me lie down 'in green pastures
and leads me be-'side still waters.

3You restore my ! soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways ! for your name’s sake.

“Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | shall | fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they ' comfort me.

5You prepare a table before me in the presence ! of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is ! running over.

5Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days ! of my life,
and | will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever.

Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14

Because we now live in the divine light which is Jesus Christ, we conduct our lives in ways that
reflect the light of Christ, so that our activity is truly pleasing to God.

A reading from Ephesians. 8 Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are
light. Walk as children of light, ° for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and
right and true. " Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. "' Take no part in the
unfruitful works of darkness; rather, expose them. "?For it is shameful even to
mention what such people do secretly, *but everything exposed by the light
becomes visible, ' for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,
“Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Children’s Message



Stand

Gospel Acclamation

All sing the Acclamation, Choir sings the Verse.
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We are turn-ing, Lord, to hear you; you are mer-ci- ful and kind,
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slow to an-ger, rich in bless-ing, and with love to us in - clined.

Jesus says, | am the light! of the world;
whoever follows me will have the ! light of life.

Gospel: John 9:1-41

Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as spiritual blindness to
the things of God.

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

(John 8:12)

' As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” ®Jesus
answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s
works might be revealed in him. * We must work the works of him who sent me while
it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. °*As long as | am in the world, | am
the light of the world.” ®* When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud
with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, ’ saying to him, “Go, wash in
the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back
able to see. 8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to
ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” ® Some were saying, “It is he.”
Others were saying, “No, butitis someone like him.” He kept saying, “l am he.” °But
they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” "' He answered, “The man
called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and
wash.’ Then | went and washed and received my sight.” ' They said to him, “Where is
he?” He said, “l do not know.” *They brought to the Pharisees the man who had
formerly been blind. " Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and
opened his eyes. ' Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his
sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then | washed, and now | see.”
8 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the
Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And
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they were divided. ' So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him?
It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” ' The Jews did not believe
that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the
man who had received his sight '® and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was
born blind? How then does he now see?” ?° His parents answered, “We know that this
isour son and that he was born blind, ?' but we do not know how it is that now he sees,
nor dowe know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.”
22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already
agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the
synagogue. 2 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 2*So for the second
time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to
God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 2> He answered, “l do not know whether he
is a sinner. One thing | do know, that though | was blind, now | see.” ?¢ They said to
him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” ? He answered them, “I
have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do
you also want to become his disciples?” 2 Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his
disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 2 We know that God has spoken to Moses,
but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” ¥ The man answered,
“Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, yet he opened
my eyes. 3 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one
who worships him and obeys his will. 2 Never since the world began has it been heard
that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. ** If this man were not from God,
he could do nothing.” 3¢ They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are
you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. * Jesus heard that they had driven
him out, and when he found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 3¢ He
answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that | may believe in him.” 3’ Jesus said to
him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” *® He said, “Lord, |
believe.” And he worshiped him. *° Jesus said, “lI came into this world for judgment,
so that those who do not see may see and those who do see may become blind.”
40Some of the Pharisees who were with him heard this and said to him, “Surely we
are not blind, are we?” #' Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have
sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Sit
Sermon Silence for reflection follows the sermon.



Please stand when the hymn introduction begins.

Hymn of the Day 843 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness
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| Praise the One who breaks the dark-ness with a lib - er - at-ing light;

2 Praise the One who blessed the chil -dren with a strong yet gen-tle word;
3 Praise the one true love in - car - nate: Christ, who suf-fered in our place;
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praise the One who frees the pris-'ners, turn-ing blind-ness in - to  sight.

praise the One who drove out de - mons with a pierc-ing, two-edged sword.
Je - sus died and rose for man - y that we may know God by grace.
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Praise the One who preached the gos - pel, heal-ing ev - 'ry dread dis -ease,
Praise the One who brings cool wa - ter to the des-ert’s burn-ing sand;
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Let wus sing for joy and glad-ness, see-ing what our God has done.
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calm - ing storms and feed-ing thou-sands with the ver - y bread of peace.

from this well comes liv - ing wa - ter quench-ing thirst in  ev-’ry land.
Praise the one re - deem-ing glo - ry; praise the One who makes us one.
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Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955
Music: NETTLETON, J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part 11, 1813

Apostles’ Creed With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Sit or kneel
Prayers of Intercession

A: Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the
world and its needs. A brief silence.

God, our shepherd, we pray that you guide the church. Lead Christians in our
community and across the globe in right paths for your name’s sake.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God our provider, we cry out for this planet and the life it holds. Rescue endangered
animals and plants, preserve threatened ecosystems, and save creatures from
natural disasters. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
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God our sovereign, we plead for your peace on earth. Bring an end to war and
violence, and raise up leaders in governments, courts, businesses, schools, and
community organizations who seek goodness and mercy.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God our healer, we call to you in our need. Uplift all who are made to feel
unimportant, and transform the hearts of all infected by bigotry and prejudice. Care
for allin special need this day. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God our friend, we praise you for the diversity of people among us. Awaken us to
share and receive the gifts we each possess, and stir up a spirit of understanding,
celebration, and welcome for all. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God our home, we thank you for all who have died and completed their baptismal
journeys. Grant us faith to live until we too dwell in your house forever.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

P: Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
Amen.

Stand

Peace The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
MEAL

Sit

Setting the Table + Presentation of Gifts

Choir He Healed the Darkness of My Mind English melody

He healed the darkness of my mind the day he gave my sight to me.
It was not sin that made me blind; it was no sinner made me see.

Let others call my faith a lie or try to stir up doubt in me.
Look at me now! None can deny | once was blind, and now | see!

Ask me not how! But | know who has opened up new worlds to me.
This Jesus does what none can do; | once was blind, and now | see.

Text: Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000)
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Offering Prayer

A: Let us pray. O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all
creation. You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its
bounty. Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of
your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’
name. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the
paschal feast, that renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of
your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Bless - ed is he who comes 1 the name of the Lord.
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Eucharistic Prayer

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your
faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for saving the earth
from the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through
the sea. Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of
milk and honey. Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit
poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord's passover from death to life as we
proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christis risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts
of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ
for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and
love. Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with
sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and
forever. Amen.



Lord’s Prayer Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
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your king-dom come, your will be done, on earth as in heav - en.
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Sit

Invitation to Communion
Gluten-free wafers are available. Please ask your server.
Red wine and white grape juice are available in each tray. @



Lamb of God
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Communion Hymn 334

Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery
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rise with ev - ’ry morn.
bod -y of our Lord.
riv - er, you the sea.

4 Give us eyes to see you clearly;
make us children of your light.
Give us hearts to live more nearly
as your gospel shining bright,
as your gospel shining bright.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: Marty Haugen



Communion Hymn 779 Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound
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1 A - maz - ing grace, how sweet the sound, that
2 'Twas  grace that taught my heart to fear, and
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4 The Lord has prom - ised good to me; his
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saved a wretch like  me! I once was  lost, but
grace my fears re - lieved; how pre - cious did that
have al - read -y come; tis grace  has  brought me
word my hope se - cures; he will my shield and
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now am found; was blind, but now I see.
grace ap - pear the hour I first  be - lieved!
safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.
por - tion be as long  as life en - dures.
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Text: John Newton, 1725-1807
Music: NEW BRITAIN, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835



Table Blessing and Communion Prayer
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s
grace. Amen.

A: Let us pray. God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our
souls, reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and
blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your
love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SENDING

Blessing

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence, Jesus
Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, + bless
you how and always. Amen.

Sending Hymn 776 (see next page) What God Ordains Is Good Indeed

Sit
Announcements

Dismissal Goin peace. Believe the good news. Thanks be to God.

Voluntary Pavane William Byrd

Everyone is invited to enjoy light refreshments and conversation
in the fellowship hall following worship.

Liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2026 Augsburg Fortress All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27433 and print/podcast license
Onelicense.net A-722538. The Scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised
Standard Version Updated Edition, copyright © 2021 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
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Sending Hymn

What God Ordains Is Good Indeed
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I What God or-dains is good in-deed, for all life well pro - vid - ing.
2 What God or-dains is good in-deed: my light, my life, my Sav - ior!
3 What God or-dains is good in-deed. When hope seems like de - lu - sion,
4 What God or-dains is good in-deed. My Lord will nev-er fail me
P —F— : = ———— =
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The will of God is best for me, the ground of my con- fid - ing.
No ill can get the best of me; God’s care will nev-er wa - ver
I taste the bit - ter cup and plead,“Lord, quench my fear, con - fu - sion.”
on dan-ger’spath, in deep-est need, when death in grief shall veil me.
) Py P T T . I | i
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My faith - ful God, on ev - ry road you know the way un -
Through joy and pain 1 shall at - tain the dawn dis - clos - ing
God ends the night, re - stores de - light; by faith [ face to -
My God so dear will draw me near, in lov - ing arms will
Q ’ ! I ! T
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fold - ing and my hand you are hold - ing.
clear - ly  that God has loved me dear - ly.
mor - row and yield to God all sor - Tow.
hold me,  at last in light en - fold me.

Text: Samuel Rodigast, 1649-1708; tr. Martin A. Seltz, b. 1951
Music: WAS GOTT TUT, Severus Gastorius, 1646-1682



Commemorations this Week

Tuesday, March 17 Patrick, bishop, missionary to Ireland, died 461 A native of
Britain, Patrick was kidnapped by pirates at age sixteen and sold into slavery in
Ireland. After a few years, he escaped, returned home, and entered the ministry.
Returning to Ireland, he successfully served as a bishop and missionary there.

Thursday, March 19 Joseph, Guardian of Jesus Though the Bible tells us little
aboutthe husband of Jesus' mother Mary, we know that he was a carpenter or builder
by trade. He is also shown as being devoted both to God and to Mary and Jesus. Itis
assumed that he died before Jesus became an adult.

Saturday, March 21 Thomas Cranmer, Bishop of Canterbury, martyr, died 1556
Cranmer's lasting achievement is contributing to and overseeing the creation of the
Book of Common Prayer, which remains (in revised form) the worship book of the
Anglican Communion. He was burned at the stake under Queen Mary for his support
of the Protestant Reformation.

The comic strip Agnus Day is a lectionary-based comic strip. Each week, Rick (the one with the dark
nose) and Ted discuss one of the assigned readings from the Common Lectionary. Their conversation
drives at a point and sometimes sparks a laugh. Agnus Day is the creation of Pastor James Wetzstein,
a Lutheran pastor who serves as one of the campus pastors at Valparaiso University. Agnus Day
appears with the permission of www.agnusday.org.

THAT WAS A COMMON BUT JESUS TURNS

PERSPECTIVE, THAT THE QUESTION $O IT SEEMS THAT
THE GUY'S BLIND! spECIFIC SUFFERING  THAT RESPONDING THERE$ NO
ISN'T THAT BAP WAS DLE TO TO SUFFERING IS A WAY SHORTAGE OF
ENOLGH WITHOUT SPECIFIC SIN. OF GLORIFYING GOD. OPPORTUNITIES TO
ASKING WHOSE GLORIFY GOD.
( FAULT T 162 \ ~ )
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JOHN 9:1-41
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Unbelievable!

This story from the Gospel of John captures the religious leadership in Jerusalemina
struggle to understand this Jesus who restores sight to a person born blind. This
miraculous healing is so unbelievable, so contrary to the leaders’ understanding,
that they reject it altogether, even accusing the man of lying. Their quest for a
certainty that feels familiar forces them to reject the miracle in front of them and
closes them off to a greater truth—that the Messiah has come in Christ Jesus.

Certainty and its pursuit often disrupt our ability to see reality, which is at its core a
mystery. Mystery in the Christian tradition refers to that deep truth that surpasses our
understanding, as in the doctrine of the Holy Trinity or the efficacy of the sacraments.
We know them as true, but not how or why they are so. Mysteries transcend the world
of certainty, and our efforts to possess certainty, like those of the religious leaders in
John 9, can cut us off from something miraculous happening right in front of us.

How much conflict and division in our church and in our world is amplified by our
pursuit of certainty? How many possibilities have we missed in our commitment to
the way things are? How often in our pursuit of certainty do we use it to hoard power
and keep others on the outside looking in? Certainty is the enemy of community
because it rejects the very notion that God may be doing a new thing.

Embracing mystery in our life of faith looks like learning to say “lI don’t know,”
“Maybe,” and “What if...?” It asks us to let go of our need to control and
understand, and to trust God’s promises more than our evidence. Mystery requires a
posture of humility and curiosity, a willingness to look for God in inexplicable and
unbelievable places and events. After all, we preach Christ crucified (1 Corinthians
1:23), an unbelievable notion if ever there was one.

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church (ELCA)
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