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Second Sunday in Lent     During Lent we journey with all  
those around the world who will be baptized at the Easter Vigil. In 
today’s gospel Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must be born of 
water and Spirit. At the font we are a given a new birth as children 
of God. As God made a covenant with Abraham, in baptism God 
promises to raise us up with Christ to new life. From worship we 
are sent forth to proclaim God’s love for all the world. 
 

GATHERING  
 

Prelude            When Jesus on the Cross was Bound         J.S. Bach, S. Scheidt      
 

Welcome 
 

Stand 
Confession and Forgiveness    
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,  +  one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 
forever. Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all offenses. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: 
Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

 
 

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: 
Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

 

For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of the Spirit:  
Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
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For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining the living water 
Christ offers:     Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your healing and 
hope in the world:   

Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding Christ’s call to 
come forth to life:  

Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free gift of 
God, you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the name of  +  Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead 
dwells in you, pours God’s love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace. Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn 660                                                                 Lift High the Cross 
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Apostolic Greeting  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

 
Kyrie: Your Heart, O God, Is Grieved                                                      Hymn 602 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer of the Day   
 

Let us pray. O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new 
birth to live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit 
we may lift up your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Sit                
WORD 

 

First Reading: Genesis 12:1-4a 
God’s call of Abram and Sarai has a clear purpose—that through them all the families of the earth 
would gain a blessing. As they set out on their journey, they are accompanied by promises of land, 
nation, and a great reputation. 

 

A reading from Genesis. 1 The LORD said to Abram, “Go from 
your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the 
land that I will show you. 2 I will make of you a great nation, and 
I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a 
blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and the one who 
curses you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth 
shall be blessed.” 4a So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, 
and Lot went with him.  The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Psalm 121   choir/congregation     
 

1 I lift up my eyes | to the hills; 
  from where is my | help to come? 
2 My help comes | from the LORD, 
  the maker of heav- | en and earth. 
 
3 The LORD will not let your | foot be moved 
  nor will the one who watches over you | fall asleep. 
4 Behold, the keep- | er of Israel 
  will neither slum- | ber nor sleep;  
 
5 the LORD watches | over you; 
  the LORD is your shade at | your right hand; 
6 the sun will not strike | you by day, 
  nor the | moon by night. 
 
7 The LORD will preserve you | from all evil 
  and will | keep your life. 
8 The LORD will watch over your going out and your | coming in, 
  from this time forth for- | evermore.  
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Second Reading: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
In the person and example of Abraham we discover that a right relationship with God does not 
involve earning a reward from God but entails trusting God’s promises. Abraham is the forebear and 
model for both Jews and Gentiles, because we too trust that ours is a God who gives life to the dead. 

 

A reading from Romans. 1 What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our 
ancestor according to the flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has 
something to boast about, but not before God. 3 For what does the scripture say? 
“Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 4 Now to one 
who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. 5 But to one who 
does not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as 
righteousness. 13 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to 
Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of 
faith. 14 For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the 
promise is void. 15 For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there 
transgression. 16 For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may 
rest on grace, so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the 
adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (who is the 
father of all of us, 17 as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”), in 
the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into 
existence the things that do not exist.                The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

Children’s Message 
 
Stand 
Gospel Acclamation                        All sing the Acclamation, Choir sings the Verse. 
  
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Son of Man must be | lifted up, 
that whoever believes in him may have e- | ternal life.             (John 3:14-15) 
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Gospel: John 3:1-17 
A curious Pharisee visits Jesus by night to learn from the teacher his friends reject. Jesus speaks to 
him about life in the Spirit and the kingdom of God. 

 

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He came to 
Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come 
from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with that person.” 
3 Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God 
without being born from above.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born 
after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be 
born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God 
without being born of water and Spirit. 6 What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is 
born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born 
from above.’ 8 The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you 
do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born 
of the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered 
him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 
11 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to wha t we have seen, 
yet you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you 
about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you 
believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13 No one has 
ascended into heaven except the one who descended 
from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And just as Moses lifted 
up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man 
be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have 
eternal life. 16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his 
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 
perish but may have eternal life. 17 “Indeed, God did not 
send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in order that the world might 
be saved through him.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Sit  
Sermon                                                 Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
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Please stand when the hymn introduction begins. 
Hymn of the Day 323                                                        God Loved the World 
 

  
 

Apostles’ Creed     With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third 
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand 
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.   Amen. 
 

 
Sit or kneel 
Prayers of Intercession 
 A: Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the 

world and its needs.     A brief silence.  
 

Faithful One, you renew us by grace. As you have inspired faith through the work of 
church artists and hymnwriters throughout the ages, give your church the means to 
praise your beauty today. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Living One, you delight in this world. The sun and moon, the wind and the water 
declare your goodness. Preserve this earth, and protect conservationists, scientists, 
and all who labor in service to creation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Ruling One, you bless us to be a blessing. Open the hearts of all leaders to seek the 
flourishing of every person and lend your help to all who wait for justice, deliverance, 
and peace. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Compassionate One, you send your Son to save. Declare your word of acceptance to 
any who feel condemned and lift up any brought low by hatred and exclusion. Tend 
to all who are struggling with illness or loss. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Guiding One, you watch over our going out and coming in. Bless newcomers and new 
members in this assembly and accompany those who have recently left this 
community to journey elsewhere. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Eternal One, you neither slumber nor sleep. Be our keeper in life and in death. Thank 
you for our beloved who have died, and for your promise which saves this whole world 
by your love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

P:   Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. 
Amen. 
 
 
Stand 
Peace     The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
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MEAL 

 
Sit 
Setting the Table   +   Presentation of Gifts 
 

 
Choir                                      Jesus, Lover of My Soul                   David Simmons 
 

Jesus, lover of my soul, let me to thy bosom fly, 
while the nearer waters roll, while the tempest still is high. 

Hide me, O my Savior, hide, till the storm of life is past; 
safe into the haven guide; O receive my soul at last. 

 

Thou, O Christ, art all I want, more than all in thee I find; 
raise the fallen, cheer the faint, heal the sick, and lead the blind. 

Just and holy is thy name, I am all unrighteousness; 
false and full of sin I am; thou art full of truth and grace. 

 

Other refuge have I none, hangs my helpless soul on thee; 
leave, ah! leave me not alone, still support and comfort me. 
All my trust on thee is stayed, all my help from thee I bring; 

cover my defenseless head with the shadow of thy wing. 
 

Plenteous grace with thee is found, grace to cover all my sin; 
let the healing streams abound; make and keep me pure within. 

Thou of life the fountain art, freely let me take of thee; 
spring thou up within my heart; rise to all eternity. 

 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1740 

                             
 
 Offering Prayer 
A:  Let us pray. O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all 

creation. You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its 
bounty. Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of 
your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ 
name. Amen. 
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Great Thanksgiving  
 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the 
paschal feast, that renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of 
your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:   
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Eucharistic Prayer 
  

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your 
faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.  
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.  
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.  
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land 
     of milk and honey.  
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.  
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.  
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord's passover from death to life as we 
proclaim the mystery of faith:  

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts 
of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ 
for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and 
love.  Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with 
sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and 
forever. Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sit 
Invitation to Communion 

Gluten-free wafers are available.  Please ask your server. 
Red wine and white grape juice are available in each tray. 
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Lamb of God  
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Communion Hymn 334                         Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery 
 

 
 

 

4   In our call to be a blessing,  

     may we be a blessing true; 

     may we live and die confessing 

     Christ as Lord of all we do, 

     Christ as Lord of all we do. 
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Communion Hymn 759                                           My Faith Looks Up to Thee 
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Table Blessing and Communion Prayer 
 

 P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s 
grace. Amen.   

 

A: Let us pray. God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our 
souls, reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and 
blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your 
love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

 
SENDING  

Blessing  
 

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence, Jesus 
Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,  +  bless 
you now and always. Amen. 
  

Sending Hymn 803                                When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 
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Sit  
Announcements 
  
A New Birthday Song                  Using the tune KREMSER, We Praise You, O God 
 

We celebrate with you the life that God gave you. 
We thank God for letting us share in your joy. 

God bless you and keep you and shine Christ’s light upon you. 
With love we sing together: happy birthday to you. 

 
Dismissal   Go in peace. Believe the good news. Thanks be to God. 
  
Voluntary                              Prelude in D minor                                          J.S. Bach                                  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Everyone is invited to enjoy light refreshments and conversation 
in the fellowship hall following worship. 
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Commemorations this Week 
 
 

Sunday, March 1     George Herbert, hymnwriter, died 1633     An excellent scholar, 
Herbert served briefly in the English parliament, then became a parish priest. He was 
known for devoted care of his parishioners, as well as for writing poetry and hymns, 
including "Come, my way, my truth, my life." He died at age 40. 
 
Monday, March 2     John Wesley, died 1791; Charles Wesley, died 1788; renewers 
of the church     These brothers led a revival originally intended to remain within the 
Church of England, one that involved frequent communion and advocacy for the 
poor. Except for a brief time in America, they worked in England. Charles was also a 
prolific hymn writer. After their deaths, their work led to the formation of the 
Methodist Church. 
 
Saturday, March 7     Perpetua and Felicity and companions, martyrs at Carthage, 
died 202      Vibia Perpetua, a noblewoman, and Felicity, an enslaved woman, were 
catechumens at Carthage, northern Africa. They, with four other catechumens, had 
defied the Roman emperor who had forbidden conversions to Christianity, and were 
put to death in the amphitheater. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2026 Augsburg Fortress All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27433 and print/podcast license 
OneLicense.net A-722538. The Scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised 
Standard Version Updated Edition, copyright © 2021 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.  
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The comic strip Agnus Day is a lectionary-based comic strip.  Each week, Rick (the one with the dark 
nose) and Ted discuss one of the assigned readings from the Common Lectionary. Their conversation 
drives at a point and sometimes sparks a laugh.  Agnus Day is the creation of Pastor James Wetzstein, 
a Lutheran pastor who serves as one of the campus pastors at Valparaiso University.  Agnus Day 
appears with the permission of www.agnusday.org.  

 
 

 
 

 

http://www.agnusday.org/
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A New Thing Is Underway 
 

“How can anyone be born after having grown old?” asks Nicodemus (John 3:4), 
articulating a question that we as the church continue to ask today. Change is hard. 
Transformation seems impossible. And yet, Jesus responds that in baptism we are 
made as new as if we had been born again, with a new heart able to perceive the reign 
of God. All things are possible with God! 
 

Nicodemus is justifiably perplexed by this proclamation. We may resonate with his 
confusion as we look at the world around us and in the mirror before us, wondering if 
anything can ever truly change. Can the violence and suffering of war ever truly end? 
Can this broken relationship be mended? Can this illness be healed? Can hatred, 
oppression, and abuse be thwarted, transformed by the power of love? When we look 
around us, change may seem in short supply. 
 

And yet, when we get curious, we may also become aware of signs of change, 
transformation, and rebirth emerging all around us. In northern regions, we can see 
the melting snow and first shoots of green from rousing plants, signaling the change 
from winter to spring. We can see mutual aid networks, community care efforts, and 
collective action emerge in response to social and political chaos. We can sense the 
tug of the Holy Spirit on our hearts, calling us toward deeper humility, compassion, 
and solidarity as we live in the hope of Christ. 
 

The Lenten call—to set down what we can to attend more fully to God—draws us into 
a posture of curiosity that may deepen our awareness of the small but potent ways 
God’s kingdom is already breaking in all around us. “Do not be astonished,” says 
Jesus (v. 7); a new thing is underway. 
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