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Second Sunday of Advent At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John
the Baptist, who calls us to repent and make a new beginning. As the darkness
increases we turn toward the approaching light of Christ. For Christians he is the root
of Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes all, especially the poor and meek of the
earth. We wait with hope for that day when the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and
there will be no more hurt or destruction. From the Lord’s table we are sent in the
spirit of John the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of God has come near.

GATHERING
Prelude Comfort, Comfort Now My People Timothy Albrecht
Aria: Watch for Messiah Michael Burkhardt
Welcome
Lighting the Advent Wreath & Watch for Messiah Hymn 240
N I T | | s I I | ; I lI\/ AI i | I
oo o o o

Light one can-dle to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
Light two can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
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He shall bring sal - va-tion to Is-ra-el, God ful-fills the prom - ise.
He shall feed the flocklike a shep-herd, gent-1ly lead them home-ward.
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Stand

Confession and Forgiveness Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose home is heaven and
earth, whose salvation is sure. Amen. Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Long-expected God, we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only you can
provide. We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war. We
become impatient while waiting and weary of keeping awake. Free us from self-reliance, and teach
us to live in harmony with our neighbors. Increase our trust in God’s timing, and awaken us to your
advent among us, that we may abound in the hope you have promised. Amen.

God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness. + You are freed and forgiven,
saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior. Amen.



Gathering Hymn 239 Hark, the Glad Sound!
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1 Hark, the glad sound! The Sav - dor comes, the Sav - ior
2 He comes the pris - ’‘ners to re - lease, in Sa - tan’s
3 He comes the bro - ken  heart to bind, the bleed - ing
4 Our glad ho - san - nas, Prince of peace, your wel - come
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pare a  throne and ev - 'ty voice a song.
fore him burst, the i - ron fet - ters  yield.
of his grace to®en - rich the hum - ble poor.
arch - es ring with your be - lov - ed name.

Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702-1751
Music: CHESTERFIELD, Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820

Apostolic Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

O God of Peace Hatikva, Hebrew melody

O God of peace, O Word eternal, come, make our souls your earthly home.
You are the light, the life, the pathway; pardon and grace that bring Shalom.
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O Sa-vior, come! Come with-out de -lay.  Your ho-ly peo-ple watch and pray.

Lost on the path of gloom and darkness, we go in search of hope and light.
Light that brings joy beyond all measure: Jesus, the dawn that ends the night. REFRAIN

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture our
growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Sit



WORD
First Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10

Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s royal line (the stump of Jesse). Gifted by the spirit
of God, this ruler will reign with perfect justice. Enmity and danger will be restored to harmony and peaceful coexistence.

Areading from Isaiah. ' A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his
roots. 2 The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel
and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. * His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He
shall notjudge by what his eyes see or decide by what his ears hear,  but with righteousness he shalljudge
for the poor and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of
his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shallkill the wicked. ® Righteousness shall be the belt around
his waist and faithfulness the belt around his loins. ¢ The wolf shall live with the lamb; the leopard shall lie
down with the kid; the calf and the lion will feed together, and a little child shall lead them. " The cow and
the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8The
nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s
den. °They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the
LORD as the waters cover the sea. '° On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the
nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 Choir sings the refrain and all repeat it.
Verses are sung choir/congregation.
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May the right-eous flour-ish; let there be an a-bun-danceof peace.

' Give the king your jus- ''tice, O God,
and your righteousness to ! the king’s son;
2that he may rule your ! people righteously
and the ! poor with justice;

3that the mountains may bring prosperity ' to the people,
and the 'hills, in righteousness.

4 Let him defend the needy a-! mong the people,
rescue the poor, and crush ! the oppressor.

®May he live as long as the sun and ' moon endure,
from one generation ' to another.

5Let him come down like rain upon ! the mown field,
like showers that wa- ! ter the earth.

7 In his time may the ! righteous flourish;

and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall ' be no more.
' Blessed are you, LORD God, the ! God of Israel;

you alone do ! wondrous deeds!

9 And blessed be your glorious  name forever,
and may all the earth be filled with your glory. A-'men. Amen. REFRAIN



Second Reading: Romans 15:4-13

God'’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed people has been fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Christians live
out their unity by welcoming and encouraging each other just as Christ has welcomed them into God’s family.

A reading from Romans. * Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. *May the God of
steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with
Christ Jesus, © so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
”Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. & For | tell you that
Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm
the promises given to the ancestors ° and that the gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,
“Therefore | will confess you among the gentiles and sing praises to your name”; '®and again he says,
“Rejoice, O gentiles, with his people”; ' and again, “Praise the Lord, all you gentiles, and let all the peoples
praise him”; > and again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the gentiles;
in him the gentiles shall hope.” '* May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that
you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Children’s Message

Stand
Gospel Acclamation sungtwice
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Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12

Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling people to mend their ways and speaking of a
powerful one who is to come.

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

'In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, ? “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The
voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.” ” * Now
John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild
honey. °*Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region around the Jordan were going out to him, ®and
they were baptized by him in the River Jordan, confessing their sins. “But when he saw many of the
Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you
to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, ° and do not presume to say to
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for | tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up
children to Abraham. '° Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not
bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. ' “l baptize you with water for repentance, but the
one who is coming after me is more powerful than |, and | am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. > His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing
floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



Sit
Sermon Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

Please stand when the hymn introduction begins.

Hymn of the Day 256 Comfort, Comfort Now My People
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1 “Com - fort, com-fort now my peo - ple; tell of peace!” So says our God.
2 For the her-ald’s voice is cry - ing in the des - ert far and near,
3 Straightshall be what long was crook - ed, and the rough - er plac - es plain.
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Com-fort those who sit in dark - ness mourn-ing un - der sor-row’s load.
call - ing us to true re- pen - tance, since the reign of God 1is here.
Let your hearts be true and hum - ble, as be-fits God’s ho - ly reign.
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To God’s peo - ple now pro-claim  that God’s par - don waits for them!
Oh, that warn - ing cry o - bey! Now pre-pare for God a way.
For the glo - ry of the Lord now on earth is shed a- broad,
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Tell them that their war is o - ver; God will reign in peace for-ev - er.
Val - leys, rise  to greet the Sav - ior; hills, bow down in hum-ble fa - vor
and all flesh shall see the to - ken that God’s word is nev - er bro - ken.

Text: Johann G. Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: FREU DICH SEHR, Trente quatre pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551

Nicene Creed Withthe whole church, let us confess our faith.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and
unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from
God, light from light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Sit or kneel
Prayers of Intercession

A: In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to renew the
church, the nations, and the whole creation. A brief silence.

With wisdom and understanding, inspire the faithful around the world. Unite hearts and minds in work to
address poverty, access to housing, and equity among peoples. God of grace, hear our prayer.

With counsel and might, move us to care for creation. As we dream of the day when all creatures will
flourish alongside one another, guide us in ways humanity and all creation will mutually thrive.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

With righteousness and faithfulness, encourage nations to live in harmony with one another. We pray for
international student and teacher exchanges, for our partner churches, and for the shared mission of
Lutheran World Relief and Lutheran Disaster Response. God of grace, hear our prayer.

With steadfastness and encouragement, strengthen those who have lost hope in the face of grief,
depression, or disease. Renew the spirits of those recovering from surgery and medical procedures.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

With welcome and hospitality, embolden us in our shared ministry to overcome all that divides. In acts of
repentance, reconciliation, and reparation, may we serve in the way of Christ.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

With joy and peace, we remember our ancestors in the faith. Fill us with the hope of the Holy Spirit now
and into the ages of ages. God of grace, hear our prayer.

P: Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy through Jesus
Christ, Emmanuel. Amen.

Stand

Peace The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
MEAL

Sit

Setting the Table + Presentation of Gifts

Choir Dance and Sing Hal H. Hopson

Dance and sing, for the Lord will be with us, glory, hallelujah.
Peace and justice soon will be with us, glory, hallelujah.
Clap your hands and sing: glory, hallelujah. Joyful voices ring, glory, hallelujah.

Soon a Son will come through Jesse. His delight shall be the Lord.
He shall reign with truth and justice. Come, O Savior, come.

Wolf and lamb shall rest together; calf and lion shall join as friends.
Peace shall come all the nations. Come, O Savior, come.

Based on Isaiah 11:1-7

Stand
Offering Prayer

A: Let us pray. Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. Through this
meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your kingdom come.
Amen.



Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise
to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the
promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to
judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

o)
L

| 108
NEEE
P

! ' | | |

1 y ] I | 1
l‘) I | I | | =I DI UI i' IF ip i
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heav'n and earth re - veal your glo - ry. Hail, ho-san-na, Lord of light!
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Bless-ed be the com - ing Sav - 101. Hail, ho-san-na, Lord of light!

Eucharistic Prayer

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the birth of creation. Blessed are
you in the darkness and in the light. Blessed are you for your promise to your people. Blessed are you in
the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. Blessed are you for
your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to
his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christis risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. We remember
our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming. Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken
your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your nhame, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who
sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.



Sit
Invitation to Communion
Gluten-free wafers are available. Please ask your server.
Red wine and white grape juice are available in each tray. @

Lamb of God Based on Veni Emmanuel
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grant us peace, grant us peace.
Communion Hymn 711 O Day of Peace
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1 O day of peace that dim-ly shines through all our hopes and prayers and dreams,
2 Then shall the wolf dwell with the lamb, nor shall the fierce de - vour the small;
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guide us to jus - tice, truth, and love, de-liv-ered from our self - ish schemes.
as Dbeasts and cat - tle calm-ly graze, a lit-tle child shall lead them all.
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May swords of hate fall from our hands, our hearts from en - vy find re -lease,
Then en - e-mies shall learn to love, all crea-tures find their true ac-cord;
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till by God’s grace our war-ring world shall see Christ’s prom-ised reign of peace.

the hope of peace shall be ful-filled, for all the earth shall know the Lord.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944
Music: JERUSALEM, C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848-1918



Table Blessing and Communion Prayer
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. Amen.

A: Let us pray. God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager to
share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. Amen.

SENDING

Blessing

May God who comes among us, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you patience in waiting, peace in the
darkness, and good news to share today and always. Amen.

On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry

Sending Hymn 249
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2 Then cleansed be ev - 'ty life from sin; make straight the
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4 Stretchforth  your hand, our health re - store, and make us
5 All praise to you, e - ter - mnal Son, whose ad - vent
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for he brings glad tid - ings of the King of kings!
hearts pre - pare for Christ to come and en - ter there.
waste a - way like flow’rs that with - er and de - cay.
on us shine and fill the world with love di - vine.
we a-dore, and Ho - ly Spir - it ev - er - more.

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite
Music: PUER NOBIS, European tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621

Sit
Announcements

Dismissal Goin peace. Keep awake! Thanks be to God.

Voluntary

OnJordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry

Michael Burkhardt

Everyone is invited to enjoy light refreshments and conversation

in the fellowship hall following worship.
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Commemorations this Week

Sunday, December 7 Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, died 397 While a governor of northern Italy, Ambrose was
elected bishop of Milan on the same day he was baptized. He was a famous preacher, a writer of hymns we still sing
today, and helped lead St. Augustine to faith.

Saturday, December 13 Lucy, martyr, died 304 Lucy was a young Christian of Sicily who was martyred during
the persecutions under Emperor Diocletian. Her celebration became particularly importantin Sweden and Norway,
perhaps because the feast of Lucia (whose name means "light") originally fell on the shortest day of the year.

The comic strip Agnus Day is a lectionary-based comic strip. Each week, Rick (the one with the dark nose) and Ted
discuss one of the assigned readings from the Common Lectionary. Their conversation drives at a point and
sometimes sparks a laugh. Agnus Day is the creation of Pastor James Wetzstein, a Lutheran pastor who serves as
one of the campus pastors at Valparaiso University. Agnus Day appears with the permission of www.agnusday.org.
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Turning and Mending (Again)

Being on the receiving end of sharp language can be heartbreaking. Indeed, words can wound—or worse.
John the Baptizer, a key figure in our Advent narratives, finds himself at odds with other religious leaders
of the time, and uses the tool he has (language) to call attention to their broken relationship. It’s unclear
what exactly led to this prickly, pointed exchange between John and the Pharisees and Sadducees, but
there is a growing chasm between them.

“Prepare the way of the Lord,” John cries out in the wilderness, echoing the prophet Isaiah. Isaiah cried
out in his own day centuries prior, testifying to God’s desire to mend the world (though the world seemed
to be atan end). Perhaps John repeats Isaiah’s plea in order to remind the people of his day of God’s intent
for all things: for the world to be mended, healed, made right; for the reign of heaven to be revealed on
earth, here and now. Often, however, mending brokenness requires honesty first about the wounds that
have been inflicted and the death that has been wrought. With John’s painful honesty, his strained
relationship with other leaders of his time takes a step toward healing, toward justice, so that a new
beginning might take hold. This is a starting point, as difficult as it may be.

Every Advent, as the church year begins again, we hear the familiar call: Repent. Turn back to God.
Repentance is no easy thing, but thankfully, God draws us back to this imperative, year after year, day after
day, hour after hour. With infinite mercy, once again God invites us to turn toward healing, toward justice,
toward the righting of the world, one relationship at a time.

Liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2025 Augsburg Fortress All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #27433 and print/podcast license OnelLicense.net A-722538. The Scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version
Updated Edition, copyright © 2021 National Council of the Churches of Christin the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
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