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4th Sunday of Easter

April 21, 2024 at 9:30 am

GATHERING
Piano The King of Love My Shepherd Is Mark Barnard
The Lord’s My Shepherd Cindy Berry
My Shepherd Will Supply My Need John Carter
Choir Jesus, Good Shepherd Bradley Ellingboe

Jesus, good shepherd, come, lead me to rest.
Beside the still water, I wait as your guest.
O Savior, come, restore my soul; give me life and make me whole.
O Jesus, come to me now, make me whole.

Yea, though I walk through the valley of death,
1 know you go with me, my rod and my staff;
so I will fear no evil thing. In the darkness I will sing,
oh, as I walk through the valleys, I'll sing!

Surely your goodness and mercy toward me
shall follow me all of my life, every day.
Soon I will dwell with you, O Lord, as you promised in your Word,
and I will dwell with you always, O Lord.

Psalm 23, para. Gracia Grindal
Welcome and Announcements

Thanksgiving for Baptism



Gathering Hymn 369 Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia!
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1 Christ the Lord is r1is’'n to - day; Al - le - Iu - 1a!
2 For the sheep the Lamb has bled, Al - le - lu - ia
3 Christ,the vic -tim un - de - filed, Al - le - Iu - ia!
4 Chris-tians, on this ho - ly day, Al - le - lu - ia!
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Chris-tians,has - ten  on  your way; AT - le - lu - ia!
sin - less in the sin - ner’s stead. Al - le - lu - ia!
God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled, Al - le - Iu - 1a!
all  your grate-ful hom -age pay; Al - le - lu - ia
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of - fer praise with love re - plete, Al - le - In - ia!
Christ the Lord is rissn on high; Al - le - In - ia!
when con-tend - ing death and life, Al - le - Inu - ia!
Christ the Lord 1is ris’n on high; Al - le - Iu - ia!
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at the pas - chal wvic - im’s feet. Al - le - Iu - ia!
now he lives, mno  more to die. Al - le - lu - ia!
met in strange and awe - some strife. Al - le - lu - ia!
now he lives, no more to die. Al - le - lu - ia!
%S¢ rr D B —
.o T s S
T S e

Apostolic Greeting
Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.



Hymn of Praise: This Is the Feast of Victory
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1. 3 Wor-thy s Christ, the  Lamb who  was slain, whose
2. Pow - er, rich - es, wis - dom, and strength, and
3. Sing with all the peo - ple of God, and
4. Bless - ing, hon - or, glo - 1y, and might be to
5. For the Lamb who  was slain has be -
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blood set us free to be peo - ple of God.
hon - or, and bless - ing, and glo - 1y are his.
join in the hymn of all cre - a - - - tion:
God and the Lamb for - ev - er A - - - men.
gun his reign. Al - le - lu - - - ia
Prayer of the Day

Let us pray. O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your
fold. Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you,
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD

First Reading: Acts 4:5-12

A reading from Acts. sThe next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, ‘with
Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly
family. "When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power
or by what name did you do this?” sThen Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers
of the people and elders, ‘if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone
who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, “let it be known to all of you, and to
all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. "This Jesus is ‘the
stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it has become the cornerstone.” “There is salvation
in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals by which we must
be saved.” The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Psalm Hymn 780 Shepherd Me, O God

Choir sings the refrain and all repeat it; Choir sings stanzas.
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Shepherd me, O God, be - yond my wants, be - yond my fears, from death into life.

God is my shepherd, so nothing shall I want, I rest in the meadows of
faithfulness and love, I walk by the quiet waters of peace. Refrain

Gently you raise me and heal my weary soul, you lead me by pathways of
righteousness and truth, my spirit shall sing the music of your name. Refrain

Though I should wander the valley of death, I fear no evil, for you are at my side,
your rod and your staff, my comfort and my hope. Refrain

You have set me a banquet of love in the face of hatred,
crowning me with love beyond my pow'r to hold. Refrain

Surely your kindness and mercy follow me all the days of my life;
I will dwell in the house of my God forevermore. Refrain

Second Reading: 1 John 3:16-24
A reading from First John. “We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we ought to
lay down our lives for one another. "How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees
a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? =Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth
and action. “And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him »whenever
our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. »Beloved, if our hearts do
not condemn us, we have boldness before God; 2and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his
commandments and do what pleases him. 2And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of
his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. »All who obey his commandments abide
in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation sung by the choir Music by Richard Hillert
Sing praise to the Lord, all the earth; play music to praise God's name. Alleluia.
Our Passover Lamb is Christ, who banished the angel of death. Alleluia.
Our God who raised Christ from the grave gives us new birth as children. Alleluia.

Gospel: John 10:11-18
The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] "“T am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. »The hired hand, who
is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and
the wolf snatches them and scatters them. »The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the
sheep. “I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 'sjust as the Father knows me and I know
the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring
them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. "For this reason the Father
loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. *No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of
my own accord. [ have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command
from my Father.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



Sermon

Hymn of the Day 789 Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us
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I Sav-ior like a shep-herd lead wus;  much we need your ten - der care.
2 We are yours; in love be - friend us, be the guard-ian of our way;
3 You have prom-ised to r1e - ceive us, poor and sin - ful though we be;
4 Bar-ly let us seek your fa - vor, wear -1ly let us do your will;
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In  your pleas-ant pas-tures feed us,
keep your flock, from sin de - fend us,
you have mer-cy to re - lieve us,
bless-ed Lord and on - ly Sav - ior,

for our use your fold pre-pare.
seek us when we go  a- stray.
grace to cleanse, and pow’r to free.
with your love our spir - its fill.

Text: attr. Dorothy A. Thrupp, 1779-1847
Music: BRADBURY, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868
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Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us; we are yours.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we pray.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear-ly let us turn to  you.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved wus, love us  still.
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Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us; we are yours.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we pray.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear-ly let us turn to you.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved us, love us still.
-
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Nicene Creed With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
light from light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy
Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who
with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe
in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
After each petition: Lord, in your mercy, make us a new creation.

Peace The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

MEAL

Setting the Table + Presentation of Gifts

Choir The Chief Cornerstone Bradley Ellingboe

The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.

The guards outside the tomb could not contain his might.
Christ broke the seal of death and rose into the light.

The devil and his lies, the world, the flesh and sin,
cannot defeat Christ now nor hedge his victory in.

As he was raised from stone we also will be raised
to join the heavenly hosts before the throne of grace.

So sing, angelic choirs, O hosts of heaven sing!
Break forth, O earth, in song and praise your Lord and King!
Text by Gracia Grindal

Offering Prayer

A: Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us
with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts,
ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you,
almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who
gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their
creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

Eucharistic Prayer

Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. We bless you for bringing
Noah and his family through the waters of the flood, for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, and
for sending your Son to be our Redeemer.

We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us, healed the sick, fed the hungry, and with a love stronger than
death, gave his life for others.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant
in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, we await your promised life for all this
dying world. Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: carry us in your arms from death to life, that
we may live as your chosen ones, clothed in the righteousness of Christ.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now
and forever. Amen



Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

Gluten-free wafers are available. Please ask your server.
Grape juice is in the inner-most ring of glasses in each tray.

Lamb of God
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.

Liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2024 Augsburg Fortress All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27433 and print/podcast license OneLicense.net A-722538. New Revised Standard Version Bible,
© 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.



Communion Hymn 778

The Lord’s My Shepherd
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1 The Lord’s my shep-herd; I'll not want. He makes me down to lie
2 My soul he doth re - store a-gain,and me to walk doth make
3 Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, yet will I fear no 1l;
4 My ta - ble thou hast rich - ly spread in  pres-ence of my foes;
5 Good-ness and mer - cy all my life shall sure -ly fol - low me,
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in pas - tures green; he Ilead-eth me the qui-et wa - ters by
with - in  the paths of righ-teous-ness, e’en for his own name’s sake;
for thou art with me, and thy rod and staff me com - fort still;
my head thou dost with oil a - noint,and my cup o - ver - flows.
and in God’s house for - ev - er - more my dwell-ing-place shall be;
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He lead-eth me, he lead-eth me the qui-et wa - ters by.
with - in  the paths of righ-teous-ness, e’en for his own name’s sake.
for thou art with me, and thy rod and staff me com - fort still.
My head thou dost with oil a - noint,and my cup o - ver - flows.
and in God’s house for - ev - er - more my dwell-ing-place shall be.
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Text: The Psalms of David in Meeter, Edinburgh, 1650
Music: BROTHER JAMES' AIR, James L. Macbeth Bain; arr. Gordon Jacob, 1895-1984

Table Blessing and Communion Prayer

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. Amen.

A: Letus pray. Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ's resurrection you send light to conquer
darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as

witnesses to your Son's resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through
Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.



SENDING

Blessing
Sending Hymn 385 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!
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1 Good Chris - tian friends, re - joice and sing! Now is the tri - umph
2 The Lord of life is ris’n this day; death’s might-y stone is
3 Praise we in songs of vic - to - ry that love, that life which
4 Your name we bless, O ris - en Lord, and sing to - day with
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of  our king! To all the world glad news we bring:
rolled a - way; let all the earth re - joice and say:
can - not die, and sing with hearts up - lift - ed high:
one ac - cord, the life laid down, the life re - stored:
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Al-le - lu - ia, al -le - lu - ia, al -le -lu - ia!

Text: Cyril A. Alington, 1872-1955, alt.
Music: GELOBT SEI GOTT, Melchior Vulpius, 1570-1615

Dismissal Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Voluntary Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing! Healey Willan

Everyone is invited to enjoy light refreshments and conversation in the fellowship hall following worship.

Always Room for One More

When Jesus says “I am” in the Gospel of John, he unlocks a new perspective on his love. In today’s reading, when
Jesus declares, “I am the good shepherd,” we can imagine our Lord caring for us and guiding us. We picture

ourselves as his sheep. It’s reassuring to hear that we aren’t alone to navigate the dangers and challenges of this
world. We have a loving shepherd who is looking out for us.

Jesus loves us so much that he goes above and beyond the shepherd’s role as a caretaker. He gives up his own
life so our sins can be forgiven and we can receive eternal life. That’s what being a good shepherd means—having

such a close relationship with the sheep that the shepherd will stop at nothing to protect them. The shepherd will
lay down his own life so his sheep can have life.

When we hear Jesus’ promise to be our good shepherd, we must not miss his commitment to gather up the sheep
that aren’t yet part of his flock. They, too, will listen to Jesus’ voice. Responding to his loving call, they will
become part of the one flock that follows Jesus as their good shepherd, their Savior, and their Lord. No matter
how many sheep are already jostling for space, there is always room for one more. Just like there is always room
at our holy communion table for one more person to eat the bread, drink the wine, and receive the gifts of God’s
mercy and grace. We can always squeeze closer to the sheep around us to let one or more sheep enter Jesus’ flock,
thankful that the flock is growing and that we get to listen to the loving voice of our good shepherd, together.



Celebrating Good Shepherd Sunday!

The comic strip Agnus Day is a lectionary-based comic strip. Each week, Rick (the one with the dark nose) and Ted discuss
one of the assigned readings from the Common Lectionary. Their conversation drives at a point and sometimes sparks a
laugh. Agnus Day is the creation of Pastor James Wetzstein, a Lutheran pastor who serves as one of the campus pastors at
Valparaiso University. Agnus Day appears with the permission of www.agnusday.org.
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