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5th Sunday of Easter   April 28, 2024 at 9:30 am 
  

  

GATHERING 
  

Handbells                                                         Aria                                           Cynthia Dobrinski 

                                                                        Prayer                                               Judy Hunnicutt 

  

Welcome and Announcements 

  

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

  

Gathering Hymn  377                                                                            Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Apostolic Greeting     
  

Alleluia! Christ is risen!  Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.  And also with you. 

  
Hymn of Praise: This Is the Feast of Victory 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Day   
  

Let us pray. O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish 

our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 



 WORD 
  

First Reading:   Acts 8:26-40 
  

A reading from Acts. 26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road 

that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now there 

was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire 

treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was 

reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30So Philip 

ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are 

reading?” 31He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit 

beside him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to 

the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. 33In his humiliation 

justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” 34The 

eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about 

someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the 

good news about Jesus. 36As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch 

said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to 

stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39When 

they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, 

and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the 

region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.                                  

                                                                                                   The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading:  1 John 4:7-21 
  

A reading from First John.  7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who 

loves is born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God’s 

love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live 

through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12No one 

has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 13By this we 

know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and do 

testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15God abides in those who confess that 

Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16So we have known and believe the love that God has 

for us.   God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17Love has been 

perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are 

we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with 

punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We love because he first loved us. 
20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a 

brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21The commandment 

we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 

                                                              The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
  

Gospel Acclamation   sung by the choir                                                                    Music by Richard Hillert 
  

Sing praise to the Lord, all the earth; play music to praise God's name. Alleluia. 

Our Passover Lamb is Christ, who banished the angel of death. Alleluia. 

Our God who raised Christ from the grave gives us new birth as children. Alleluia. 



              

Gospel:  John 15:1-8 
  

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
  

[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower. 2He removes every branch in 

me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You 

have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. 

Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless 

you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear 

much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown 

away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If 

you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for 

you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 
  

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon 

 Hymn of the Day 449                                                                We Know That Christ Is Raised 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Nicene Creed     With the whole church, let us confess our faith.   
  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, light from light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 

with the Father; through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came 

down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly 

human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge 

the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.   
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 

through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 

dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.   

  

Prayers of Intercession   

     After each petition:  Lord, in your mercy, make us a new creation. 

  

Peace     The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

 

 

 

MEAL 
 

Setting the Table   +   Presentation of Gifts 
  

Choir                                               O Love That Casts Out Fear                        Johannes Brahms 
  

O love that casts our fear, O love that casts out sin,  

oh, stay no more without, but come and dwell within. 

True sunlight of every soul, surround us as we go;  

so shall our way be safe, our feet no straying know. 
  

Lord, be thy word my rule; in it may I rejoice.   

Thy glory be my aim, thy holy will my choice.   

Thy promises my hope, thy providence my guard,  

thine arm my strong support, thyself the great reward. 
  

Great love of God, come in!  O spring of lasting peace,  

O living water, come, spring up and never cease. 

O love of the living God, of Father and of Son,  

love of the Holy Ghost, make now our hearts as one. 



Offering Prayer  
  

A: Let us pray.  Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us 

with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, 

ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 

  

Great Thanksgiving 
  

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus 

Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed 

death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all 

the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 

archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eucharistic Prayer  
  

Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. We bless you for 

bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood, for freeing your people Israel from the 

bonds of slavery, and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer.  
  

We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us, healed the sick, fed the hungry, and with a love 

stronger than death, gave his life for others. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it 

to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 
  

Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, we await your promised life for 

all this dying world. Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: carry us in your arms from 

death to life, that we may live as your chosen ones, clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 
  

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen 
  

Lord’s Prayer   
  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.    
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
  

  

Invitation to Communion 
  

Gluten-free wafers are available.  Please ask your server. 

Grape juice is in the inner-most ring of glasses in each tray. 
  

Lamb of God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Communion Hymn 708                                                        Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table Blessing and Communion Prayer 
  

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.  Amen. 
  

A: Let us pray.  Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ's resurrection you send light to conquer 

darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as 

witnesses to your Son's resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through 

Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen. 

 

SENDING 
 

Blessing    



  

Sending Hymn 367                                                        Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dismissal  Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

                      Thanks be to God.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
  

Voluntary                                     Alleluia! Jesus Is Living!                             David N. Johnson 
  

  

Everyone is invited to enjoy light refreshments and conversation  

in the fellowship hall following worship.  



The comic strip Agnus Day is a lectionary-based comic strip.  Each week, Rick (the one with the dark nose) and Ted discuss 

one of the assigned readings from the Common Lectionary. Their conversation drives at a point and sometimes sparks a 

laugh.  Agnus Day is the creation of Pastor James Wetzstein, a Lutheran pastor who serves as one of the campus pastors at 

Valparaiso University.  Agnus Day appears with the permission of www.agnusday.org.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

Fed by God, Nourished by Christ 

  

Imagine a nursing baby at its mother’s breast—what a blissful picture of love, joy, peace, and contentment! This 

image can help us understand who we are as God’s beloved children and how tenderly God cares for us. God’s 

grace is unconditional, just as a mother’s milk flows to an infant without anything to do with deserving. In today’s 

gospel reading, the vine-and-branches metaphor is another image of how intimately connected Jesus is with us 

and how crucial it is that we, the branches, hold on to him as our vine. 

  

“Apart from me,” says Jesus, “you can do nothing.” Apart from its vine, a branch can do nothing—cannot live 

long, cannot produce grapes, cannot nourish people and animals. Apart from its mother or another devoted 

caregiver, a newborn can do nothing—cannot feed itself, cannot become or stay healthy, cannot grow and bear 

the fruit of life and love for others. Apart from God’s love and care, which Christians know in Jesus, the whole 

web of humanity fails to thrive. 

  

A nursing mother sets her face and does whatever is needed—two or three times a night at first, even through 

mastitis, weariness, and boredom—to feed and impart life to her little one. Jesus’ face is set toward the cross as 

he shares farewell counsel with his disciples. He, too, is ready and determined to do whatever it takes—even 

dying on a cross—to sustain the vineyard-world with abundant life. 

  

The imagery of vine and branches, juxtaposed with that of God breastfeeding her babies, comes alive when we 

celebrate the eucharist. At the table, Jesus feeds us with his own body and blood, pouring life and nourishment 

into us. We are called to abide in him forever—an invitation to grace-filled, permanent relationship. In Jesus the 

true vine, we his branches enjoy a continual flow of grace, mercy, and love. In turn, we are energized to bear the 

fruit of his love, joy, and peace for the world. 
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