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GATHERING

Prelude Christians, to the Paschal Victim (hymn 371) Wilbur Held
Christ Is Arisen (hymn 372) Hermann Grabner
Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands (hymn 370) J.S. Bach

Welcome and Announcements
Thanksgiving for Baptism

Gathering Hymn 368 With High Delight Let Us Unite
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all earth’s ends  good news to save ev - ry na - tion.
he, who gave his life for wus, life re - new - ing.
death set free, all joy and full con-so - la - tion

Text: Georg Vetter, 1536—1599; tr. Martin H. Franzmann, 1907-1976, alt.
Music: MIT FREUDEN ZART, medieval European tune



Apostolic Greeting
Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all. And also with you.

Hymn of Praise: This Is the Feast of Victory
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blood set us free to be peo - ple of God.
hon - or, and bless - ing, and glo - 1y are his.
join in the hymn of all cre - a - - - tion:
God and the Lamb for - ev - er A - - - men.
gun his reign. Al - le - Iu - - - la
Prayer of the Day

Let us pray. Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children. Fill
us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



WORD
First Reading: Acts 3:12-19

A reading from Acts. 2[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why
do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk?:The God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom
you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. “But you
rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, sand you killed the
Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. “And by faith in his name, his
name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has
given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you. "“And now, friends, I know that you acted in
ignorance, as did also your rulers. *In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets,
that his Messiah would suffer. “Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Second Reading: 1 John 3:1-7

A reading from First John. 'See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of
God; and that 1s what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. :Beloved,
we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when
he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. :And all who have this hope in him purify
themselves, just as he is pure. ‘Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness.
sYou know that he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. ‘No one who abides in him
sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him. "Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone
who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. = The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation sung by the choir Music by Richard Hillert
Sing praise to the Lord, all the earth, play music to praise God's name. Alleluia.
Our Passover Lamb is Christ, who banished the angel of death. Alleluia.
Our God who raised Christ from the grave gives us new birth as children. Alleluia.

Gospel: Luke 24:36b-48
The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

sJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with you.” ¥They were
startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. *He said to them, “Why are you
frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? *Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is
I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.”
“©And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. #While in their joy they were
disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” “They gave
him a piece of broiled fish, “and he took it and ate in their presence. “Then he said to them, “These
are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything written about me in
the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” “Then he opened their minds
to understand the scriptures, “and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer
and to rise from the dead on the third day, ¥and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. “You are witnesses of these
things.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



Sermon

Hymn of the Day 379 Now the Green Blade Rises
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Text: John MacLeod Campbell Crum, 1872-1958
Music: NOEL NOUVELET, French carol

Nicene Creed With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen
and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God
from God, light from light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the
Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he
rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom
will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for
the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.



Prayers of Intercession
After each petition: Lord, in your mercy, make us a new creation.

Peace The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
MEAL

Setting the Table + Presentation of Gifts

Choir Peace to Soothe David Cherwien

Peace, to soothe our bitter woes, God in Christ on us bestows,
Jesus bought our peace with God with hi holy, precious blood;
Peace in him for sinners found in the gospel’s joyful sound.

Peace within the church still dwells in our welcomes and farewells;
And through God’s baptismal pow 'r peace surrounds our dying hour.
Peace be with you, full and free, now and through eternity.

Text: Nikolai F.S. Grundtvig, 1783-1827

Offering Prayer

A: Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us
with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts,
ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you,
almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who
gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their
creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending

hymn:
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Eucharistic Prayer

Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. We bless you for bringing
Noah and his family through the waters of the flood, for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, and
for sending your Son to be our Redeemer.

We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us, healed the sick, fed the hungry, and with a love stronger than
death, gave his life for others.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant
in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, we await your promised life for all this
dying world. Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: carry us in your arms from death to life, that
we may live as your chosen ones, clothed in the righteousness of Christ.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen

Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

Gluten-free wafers are available. Please ask your server.
Grape juice is in the inner-most ring of glasses in each tray.

Lamb of God
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Communion Hymn 468

Around You, O Lord Jesus
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Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. composite
Music: O JESU, AN DE DINA, H. Thomisson, Den danske Psalmebog, 1569



Table Blessing and Communion Prayer
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. Amen.

A: Let us pray. Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ's resurrection you send light to conquer
darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as
witnesses to your Son's resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through
Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.

SENDING

Blessing
Sending Hymn 366 The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done
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2 The pow’rs of death have done their worst; Je - sus their le - gions
3 The three sad days have quick -ly sped, Christ ris - es glo - rious
4 Christ closed the yawn - ing gates of hell; the bars from heav'n’s high
5 Lord, by the stripes which wound-ed you, from death’s sting free  your
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Text: Svmphonia Sirenum, Koln, 1695; tr. Francis Pott, 1832-1909
Music: VICTORY, Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina, 1525-1594; arr. William H. Monk, 1823-1889

Dismissal Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Voluntary The Strife is O’er Wilbur Held

Everyone is invited to enjoy light refreshments and conversation
in the fellowship hall following worship.



The comic strip Agnus Day is a lectionary-based comic strip. Each week, Rick (the one with the dark nose) and Ted discuss
one of the assigned readings from the Common Lectionary. Their conversation drives at a point and sometimes sparks a
laugh. Agnus Day is the creation of Pastor James Wetzstein, a Lutheran pastor who serves as one of the campus pastors at
Valparaiso University. Agnus Day appears with the permission of www.agnusday.org.
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From Fear to Faith

Fight, flight, or freeze: that’s how our bodies tend to react when we perceive danger. Our heart rate
increases, our breathing speeds up, and even our vision changes to take in our surroundings quickly so
we can protect ourselves. When Jesus appeared to the disciples on the evening of his resurrection, they
seemed to be in the middle of a fight, flight, or freeze response. Their Lord had been crucified. They
didn’t know what to do next. When Jesus suddenly stood among them, they froze in shock and fear. Jesus
overcame the disciples’ fright by showing his hands and feet and by eating a piece of fish. As they looked
at the scars and watched him eat, the truth of his resurrection dawned on them. The disciples’ inclination
to fight, flee, or freeze melted away.

Once Jesus had brought the disciples back to a calm resting state, he opened their minds to understand
how he had accomplished God’s plan to save the world. Jesus told the disciples that now that he was
risen, it was their turn to tell his story in Jerusalem and to the ends of the earth. Joy started to flicker in
the disciples’ hearts as Jesus freed them from fear. He gave them a purpose: to be his witnesses. They
were to free others by sharing the good news that Jesus had died and risen again to forgive their sins and
give the gift of eternal life to all who believe.

In our world today, many voices spread fear. It’s easy to focus on those voices, feel overwhelmed, and
freeze. But Jesus came to free us from fear and to free us for faith. Receiving the bread and wine of his
supper reminds us that Jesus lived, died, and rose again for our salvation. We don’t have to be afraid of
anything. Holy communion strengthens us to be his witnesses and to do his work in the world so others
can be set free by the good news of Jesus’ love.
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