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January 2023 Newsletter 
 

We Are Church Together: 
Orientation to the Christian Faith 
I actually started thinking about this newsletter article when we sang the 
hymn People, Look East on the Fourth Sunday of Advent. It begins: 
 People, look east, the time is near of the crowning of the year.   
 Make your house fair as you are able, trim the hearth and set  the table. 
 People, look east, and sing today – Love, the Guest is on the way. 
 I must say that I am a little disoriented by this hymn. Eleanor Farjeon, who was British, 
wrote this hymn, so I guess she is correct. Jerusalem is east of Britain. For those of us in North 
America, I guess you could say that we, too, look east toward Jerusalem though it is a really, 
really long way. I suppose you could say that people in Asia, they, too, can look east, even 
though it would be much closer for them to look west to see Jerusalem. And I don’t know what 
people in the southern hemisphere think of this hymn. People, Look Mostly Northwest just 
doesn’t roll off an Australian’s tongue, now does it? 
 Matthew’s Gospel is the only one that tells the story of the wise men. It says there were 
“wise men from the East” and that they “came to Jerusalem asking, ‘Where is the child who has 
been born king of the Jews?’” Many of us know this story of the Magi from the iconic hymn, We 
Three Kings: 
 We three kings of Orient are;  
 bearing gifts we traverse afar,  
 field and fountain, moor and mountain,  
 following yonder star.  
Every Epiphany, I wonder why We Three Kings was not included in our current hymnal? Was it 
because it uses the word “Orient” which is a Euro-centric term that, unfortunately, for many 
years became the way whites label Asians as “oriental.” Through colonialism, we robbed Asians 
of their rich diversity of cultures and languages by lumping Koreans, Chinese, Japanese, 
Filipinos, Hmong, Vietnamese, Malay, and more, into one general group, labeling them all 
‘oriental.’ Now, we know better than that. (At least most of us do!) Even Northwest Orient 
airlines dropped using “Orient” in its advertising way back in 1986.  
 The word ‘orient,’ however, comes from the Latin word orientem meaning, “the part of 
the sky where the sun rises, the east.” Mark, the oldest of the Gospel accounts, writes, “And 
very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb.” It is no 
coincidence that the oldest and most important festival in the Christian church is named Easter. 
The word grew out of the Old English word eastre and we often hear Christians referred to as 
“Easter people.” If it weren’t for the colonial baggage we could just as easily say that we, 
Christians, are “Oriental people,” meaning that we are an “eastward facing people.”  
 Now those of us who lead the liturgy know that we call the wall that the altar is placed 
closest to, the east wall. This confuses many people when I say people this. There is always an 
engineer, or an architect, or a geographer who will say, “Nope. Sorry, pastor, but you are 
mistaken. That is the south wall, not the east wall. You are turned around.” Then I will say, “No. 
Sorry. The church is not talking geography here. The church is making a statement of faith.”  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/54852224@N06/5479060856/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/
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You see, the altar is always on the east wall and it is from the altar that we get the sanctuary’s 
directions. In other words, the altar is what orients us as Christians who come in to worship. We 
are all people who look east to see the risen Christ in the bread and the wine of the Eucharist. 
The altar is that guidepost that orients us as a community of faith. 
 You may be saying, “Well, pastor, that is all well and good while we are in worship. But 
what orients us when we leave this place?” That is a good question and I am glad you asked it, 
because I have an answer for you. What orients us is our baptisms. Now, I can see when we 
gather in the sanctuary, why the table - with its theological proximity to Easter and the sun 
rising over the empty tomb on that first Easter morning – I can see why the table marks the east 
wall and orients us as a community gathered for worship. But isn’t the washing at the font what 
really orients us? Whenever I meet with parents to discuss baptism, I don’t talk about the water 
saving our souls as much as the water is a sign of the promise and covenant God made with us. 
This covenant, this agreement if you will, is what really orients our daily lives.  
 In our baptism liturgy, we affirm these responsibilities:  

 to live among God’s faithful people,  

 to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s Supper,  

 to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,  

 to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and  

 to strive for justice and peace in all the earth. 
These create direction for us in our daily lives. These point us east. These point us to Christ’s 
death and resurrection, and so we say that it is the font that orients us.  
 In a world where we define ourselves more and more by our political party affiliation, by 
our nationality, or by our ethnicity, we often overlook our baptisms as our primary identifier. 
Our baptisms are to orient us to such a degree that it transforms our political views, overrides 
our overly patriotic and nationalistic leanings, and appreciates every race, tribe and ethnicity. In 
short, Christians are to be a people who look east for all of our directions in daily life. 
 

Have a blessed Epiphany! 
Pastor Tim 
 

We Are Church Together: Showing Generosity 
The staff is very appreciative for our Christmas gift. We are so blessed to serve such a generous 
congregation. We are looking forward to being church together in 2023! 

 In Christ, 
 Pastor Tim, Brian, Laura and Mary 
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We Are Church Together: 
Cantor’s Notes  
                                                                               
 

“We believe that the holy act of singing together shapes faith,  
heals brokenness, transforms lives, and renews peace.”     

 

The guiding stance of The Center for Congregational Song of the Hymn Society in the United States and Canada. 
 

Rise, Shine, You People! [ELW 665].  When Ronald Klug (1939-2021) was asked to write a hymn 
for the Epiphany season, he immediately thought of the text from Isaiah 60:1 “Arise, shine for 
your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.” It was first used on the fourth 
Sunday after Epiphany in 1974.  The gospel that day was Luke 4:21-39, where Jesus went to the 
synagogue with the people on the sabbath and read the scroll from Isaiah 4: “The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon me … to bring good news to the poor … release to the captives.” Or, in the words of 
the hymn, “Christ the Lord has entered our human story,” and, evil is “reeling.” So “rise, shine,” 
celebrate and hurl “your songs and prayers against the darkness.”  Fun fact: The editors of The 
Covenant Hymnal (1996) of The Evangelical Covenant Church chose this for the first hymn in their 
book! 
 

The tune we sing with this text was written by Dale Wood (1934-2003). It’s purposeful and 
striding style fits the power of the text. The tune bears Dale Wood’s Polish family name, 
WOJTKIEWIECZ, which was simplified to “Wood” when the family came to the United States. 
 

Rise, shine, you people! Christ the Lord has entered our human story; God in him is centered. 
He comes to us, by death and sin surrounded, with grace unbounded. 

 

See how he sends the powers of evil reeling; he brings us freedom, light and life and healing. 
All men and women, who by guilt are driven, now are forgiven. 

 

Come, celebrate; your banners high unfurling, your songs and prayers against the darkness hurling. 
To all the world go out and tell the story of Jesus' glory. 

 

Tell how the Father sent the Son to save us. Tell of the Son, who life and freedom gave us. 
Tell how the Spirit calls from every nation God's new creation. 

 

 
Cantate Domino!  (Sing to the Lord!)  
Brian Larson    
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We Are Church Together: 
Phase II Congregational Meeting 
We have two annual congregational meetings. The Phase I meeting was held in December. We 
elected new council members and approved a 2023 Spending Plan. Our Council now consists of: 
Joe Kellermeier, President; John King, Vice-President; Rosalie Kalman, Treasurer; Evy 
Okerstrom, Secretary; Tammy Currey, Judy Driesbaugh, Bob Horak, Raeann Purcell, and 
Jonathan Weinrich.  
 
The Phase II meeting is scheduled for January 29, 2023. This is where we receive the Annual 
Report and discuss other items of ministry. Please plan to attend! 
 

We Are Church Together: 
Monday Bible Study 
We meet via Zoom at 11 am (Eastern Time) on 
Mondays to study the lessons that will be used 
in worship the following Sunday. It is a good 
way to dwell in the word and reflect more 
deeply on the lessons. The link is: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87504774403?pwd=VUpUUGJPRkNlVVlyaHhVSXBHUkh3UT09  
or you can go to our website (www.trinitylutherannsb.org) and use the link provided. 
 
Date of Bible Study – Readings we will be studying 
Monday, January 2 – Baptism of Our Lord (First Sunday after Epiphany) 
Isaiah 42:1-9 The servant of the Lord brings justice 
Psalm 29 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. (Ps. 29:3) 
Acts 10:34-43 Jesus’ ministry after his baptism 
Matthew 3:13-17 Revelation of Christ as God’s servant 
 
Monday, January 9 – Second Sunday after Epiphany 
Isaiah 49:1-7 The servant brings light to the nations 
Psalm 40:1-11 I love to do your will, O my God. (Ps. 40:8) 
1 Corinthians 1:1-9 Paul’s greeting to the church at Corinth 
John 1:29-42 Revelation of Christ as the Lamb of God 
 
Monday, January 16 – Third Sunday after Epiphany 
Isaiah 9:1-4 Light shines for those in darkness 
Psalm 27:1, 4-9 The Lord is my light and my salvation. (Ps. 27:1) 
1 Corinthians 1:10-18 Appeal for unity in the gospel 
Matthew 4:12-23 Revelation of Christ as a prophet 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87504774403?pwd=VUpUUGJPRkNlVVlyaHhVSXBHUkh3UT09
http://www.trinitylutherannsb.org/
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Monday, January 23 – Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
Micah 6:1-8 The offering of justice, kindness, humility 
Psalm 15 Lord, who may abide upon your holy hill? (Ps. 15:1) 
1 Corinthians 1:18-31 Christ crucified, the wisdom and power of God 
Matthew 5:1-12 The teaching of Christ: Beatitudes 
 
Monday, January 30 – Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
Isaiah 58:1-12 The fast God chooses 
Psalm 112:1-10 Light shines in the darkness for the upright. (Ps. 112:4) 
1 Corinthians 2:1-16 God’s wisdom revealed through the Spirit 
Matthew 5:13-20 The teaching of Christ: salt and light 
 

We Are Church Together: 
Mission of the Month: Baby Care Kits and 
Quilt Shipping Donations for Lutheran World Relief 
TLC Mission Workshop is once again making Baby Care Kits to be sent to Lutheran World Relief 
in February. In January you will see a baby crib in the Narthex where you can take a tag as a 
reminder of what to purchase. Place your donated items in the crib before the January 20th 
deadline. If shopping isn't your thing, cash donations are acceptable, and we will do the 
shopping for you! Thank you in advance for your donations. Any questions please email Penny 
McKeever at mckeever318@yahoo.com  
 
The Women of the ELCA will be hosting a Brunch on Saturday January 28th at 10:30 am in the 
Fellowship Hall. All ladies are welcome to join! Invite a friend to join you!  
 
Eternal Light 
The Eternal Light displayed in our sanctuary reminds us of the never-
ending presence of God with His people. If you would like to 
contribute to keeping the Eternal Light burning at Trinity, please 
contact the office. You are welcome to make a dedication to honor or 
in memory of someone. The cost is $30.00 for one month. 
 
For the month of January, the Eternal Light is donated by Skip and 
Margie Barnes in honor of their 24th wedding anniversary on January 9th. God bless you both 
on this very special anniversary and for the entire year!  

 
Giving Tree and Needy Families 
Thank you to everyone that contributed to our Mission of the Month 
for December. We are so thankful that we were able to bless the 
Children from Chisholm and their families with a happy holiday! 

 

mailto:mckeever318@yahoo.com
http://www.freephotoshop.org/2010/12/free-christmas-pictures-2/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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We were blessed this Christmas to celebrate the birth of our Lord, with a taste of 
winter; to have services fall on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day and to have a 

baptism with  a multi-generational family. We had so many reasons to celebrate 
this special day!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“ I have come into the world 
as a Light, so that no one 

who believes in Me, should 
stay in darkness.” John 12:46 

 

 

May we carry the love and 
the light of the Lord brightly 

in 2023! 
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January Birthdays 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A NEW BIRTHDAY SONG   
Using the tune KREMSER, We Praise You, O God  

written by Gretchen Marz 
 

We celebrate with you the life that God gave you. 
We thank God for letting us share in your joy. 

God bless you and keep you and shine Christ’s light upon you. 
With love we sing together happy birthday to you. 

 
 

TRINITY COLUMBARIUM 

             Administrative Information  
Office Phone:  (386) 428-4307   
Office E-mail:       trinitylutheran485@gmail.com 
Pastor Tim:           revtimtlc@gmail.com 
Trinity website:    www.trinitylutherannsb.org 
Florida-Bahamas Synod www.fbsynod.org  
ELCA www.elca.org 

 
 

 3 Peak Sherry 16 Karen Weinrich  

 7 Kevin Rose 17 Hope Bauman  

 8 Ronnie Still  Mary Dalleska  

 10 Raeann Purcell 21 Candyce Wolfe  

  Jacob Still 22 Benjamin Weinrich  

 11 Lewis Zimmerman 31 Chris Weinrich  

 13 Corinne O’Brien    

COLUMBARIUM NICHE SUBSCRIPTION FEE 

MEMBER:         $2000.00  

NON-MEMBER       $3000.00  

Includes one niche which will hold two urns, a 
faceplate (to covers the niche) that is engraved with 
name of deceased, plus year of birth and death. 
APPLICATION AVAILABLE  

Contact one of the following: 

 — Marilyn O’Connor (386-402-4304) 

 — Jean Haughwout (386-478-9650) 

 — Church Office (386-428-4307) 

 

Pastor:  Rev. Tim Bernard  

Cantor:  Brian Larson 

Office Administrator: Mary Parada 

Custodian:  Laura Jones 

mailto:trinitylutheran485@gmail.com
mailto:revtimtlc@gmail.com
http://www.trinitylutherannsb.org/
http://www.fbsynod.org/
http://www.elca.org/

