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Jesus says, “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” It is God’s promise from the
beginning—to Abraham, to the early church, and to the “little flock” of which we are a part in today’s
assembly. Faith, God’s baptismal gift, trusts the promises of God. Have no fear.

GATHERING
Prelude

How Great Thou Art
The God of Abraham Praise

Jayne Cool
F. Lubrich, W. Pelz

Welcome and Announcements
This is the day that the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it!

(Psalm 118:24)

Stand

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By
grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen.

Gathering Hymn 808

Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song
Stanza 1 in French, Stanzas 1-4 in English

Apostolic Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Hymn 155

Ukrainian Orthodox Kyrie

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your church. Open our hearts to
the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive you wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.
Sit

WORD
First and Second Readings with Hymn 831 (music on last page of bulletin)

The God of Abraham Praise

Genesis 15:1-6

God promises childless and aging Abram that a child of his own will be his heir and that his descendants
will number as many as the stars. Abram trusts God’s promise, and through this faith he is considered righteous.

Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16

Abraham and Sarah exemplify the vision of faith that people of God enact in every age.
Their hope and trust in God’s promise allowed them to face an unknown future and to receive the promise of God.

1. The God of Abr'ham praise, who reigns enthroned above;
Ancient of everlasting days, and God of love-"I Am the One I Am"-- by earth and heav'n confessed;
I bow and bless the sacred name forever blest.
Readings from Genesis and Hebrews. 1After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be
afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me,
for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “You have given me no
offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.”

2. The God of Abr'ham praise! At your supreme command
from earth I rise and seek the joys at your right hand.
I all on earth forsake--its wisdom, fame, and pow'r-and you my only portion make, my shield and tow'r.
4

But the word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your
heir.” 5He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he
said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6And he believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness.
3. The God of Abr'ham praise! Your all-sufficient grace
shall guide me all my pilgrim days in all my ways.
You deign to call me friend; you call yourself my God!
And you will save me to the end through Jesus' blood.
1

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2Indeed, by faith our ancestors received
approval. 3By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from
things that are not visible.
4. Your promise you have sworn; I on your oath depend.
I shall, on eagle wings upborne, to heav'n ascend.
I shall behold your face; I shall your pow'r adore,
and sing the wonders of your grace forevermore.
8

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out,
not knowing where he was going. 9By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living
in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10For he looked forward to the city that has
foundations, whose architect and builder is God.
5. Though nature's strength decay, and earth and hell withstand,
to Canaan's bounds I urge my way at your command.
The wat'ry deep I pass, with Jesus in my view,
and through the howling wilderness my way pursue.
11

By faith he received power of procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah herself was barren—because he
considered him faithful who had promised. 12Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were
born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.”
6. The goodly land I see, with peace and plenty blest;
a land of sacred liberty and endless rest.
There milk and honey flow, and oil and wine abound,
and trees of life forever grow with mercy crowned.
13

All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they saw and greeted them. They
confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, 14for people who speak in this way make it clear that they
are seeking a homeland. 15If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity
to return. 16But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one.
7. Before the great Three-One the saints exulting stand
and tell the wonders God has done through all their land.
The list'ning spheres attend and swell the growing fame
and sing the songs which never end, the wondrous name.
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
8. The whole triumphant host give thanks to God on high.
"Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!" they ever cry.
Hail, Abr'ham's God and mine! I join the heav'nly lays:
to you be glory, might divine, and endless praise!

Stand

Gospel: Luke 12:32-40
Jesus encourages disciples to invest their hearts and live fully into God’s reign. Instead of facing life with fear, those who know God’s
generosity are always ready to receive from God and to give to others.

The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] 32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33Sell your
possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief
comes near and no moth destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 35“Be dressed for action and
have your lamps lit; 36be like those who are waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may
open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he
comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. 38If he comes
during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 39“But know this: if the owner of
the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40You also must
be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Sit

Sermon
Stand

Hymn of the Day 771

God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens

Apostles’ Creed With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and
he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Sit or kneel
Prayers of Intercession
A: Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer.

A brief silence.

Let your lovingkindness be upon your people. Fill all who proclaim the gospel with your Spirit. Equip your
flock to speak your word of mercy, justice and love in a world filled with fear, distrust and uncertainty. Help
us to be as gracious to migrants and immigrants as we have been to Abraham and Sarah.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Let your lovingkindness be upon your creation. Dwell among us and sustain our earthly home. In places of
famine, provide nourishment. In places of plenty, fashion us to be good stewards of your bounty.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Let your lovingkindness be upon your world. Be our helper and our shield in places torn by strife and
violence, especially Ukraine. Raise up courageous leaders to govern with compassion and justice.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Let your lovingkindness be upon your children, especially those dealing with mental illness, physical
ailments, or social isolation. Console those who grieve and embrace those who cry out to you. We pray
for Les, Barbara, Mary, Doris, Karen, Joe, Jeff, Norma, Lorie, Nelson, Chuck, and these people we now
name before you aloud or in the silence of our hearts…(pause). Help us to trust your promise and not be
afraid.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Let your lovingkindness be upon this community. Fashion our hearts to strive for the way of peace. Help us
as we gather materials for the children of Chisholm Elementary.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.
With thanksgiving we remember all who have died in faith and now rest in you. As they placed their hope in
you, so strengthen us to trust in your promise of new life.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your steadfast love; through Jesus
Christ, our holy Wisdom. Amen.
Stand

Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

MEAL

Sit

Setting the Table + Presentation of Gifts

Choir and Congregation

Keep Your Lamps

African American spiritual

Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, … for this work's almost done. Refrain

Darker midnight lies before us, … for this work's almost done. Refrain
Lo, the morning soon is breaking, … for this work's almost done. Refrain
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, … for this work's almost done. Refrain
This hymn is included in the new Lutheran worship resource All Creation Sings.

Stand

Offering Prayer
A: Let us pray. Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole
creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us
now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Great Thanksgiving (sung)
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to
you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Eucharistic Prayer
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus,
your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the
cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the
body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now
and forever. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Sit

Invitation to Communion
This is the Lord’s Supper. It is by the Lord's invitation that all are invited to the meal
where our Lord meets us in the bread and the wine - the means of grace.
Gluten-free wafers are available. Please ask your server.

Lamb of God

Communion Hymn 837

sung in English

Many and Great, O God

Table Blessing and Communion Prayer
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. Amen.
A: Let us pray. O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of your Son.
By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SENDING
Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen.

Hymn 856

How Great Thou Art

Dismissal
Voluntary

Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.
How Great Thou Art

Wilbur Held

The comic strip Agnus Day is a lectionary-based comic strip. Each week, Rick (the one with the dark nose) and Ted discuss one of the assigned readings from the Common Lectionary. Their
conversation drives at a point and sometimes sparks a laugh. Agnus Day is the creation of Pastor James Wetzstein, a Lutheran pastor who serves as a campus pastor at Valparaiso University.
Agnus Day appears with the permission of www.agnusday.org.

Security Systems That Don’t Fail
Jesus knows that we worry about a lot of things. Many people who own a lot of possessions live in fear of losing
them. Some find that a security system installed with cameras and sensors and smart doorbells can lower their
anxiety. But even with internet-of-things technology, these security systems do not stop the risk of theft. We may
get a video of someone stealing our stuff, but we still lose the stuff. Anxiety over losing what we have persists
and may in fact be ever-present as our cell phones alert us to each passerby at the front door.
Jesus proposes several other security systems that transform our anxiety over losing what we have into a different
kind of calm. The first one he offers is probably the least popular: Sell your possessions and give the money to
the poor. You don’t have to worry about your belongings being stolen if you get rid of them. It’s a radical option,
but an option nonetheless.
Jesus also proposes another kind of security: Place value in the things that can’t be stolen. When we treasure the
mercy and love of God as our most prized possession, we have what no one else can take. We have a security
system that does not fail. We have deep and abiding peace. Our fears are calmed.
There is one additional security system to which Jesus invites us: Have confidence that it is God’s good pleasure
to give us life with God, life in a world where everyone has enough and no one worries about losing it, life where
we all know we are equally beloved. When this is our treasure, when it is where we place our hearts, we find the
peace that is a secure gift.
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